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From the Library Director 

Dear Friends, 
    In November, the 
San Antonio Public 
Library reopened 
its Las Palmas 
Branch Library and 
held a grand re-
opening celebration 
in December. Thank 
you to those who 
attended and to 

FOSAPL for your support during the 
duration of this renovation. It is very 
exciting to be back “home” at Las 
Palmas to serve the community. 

I hope everyone was able to enjoy 
the holiday season and is feeling re-
freshed to embrace the opportunities 
of a new year. We look forward to 
finding ways to continue engaging 
and serving the community with your 
support and promotion of all the ser-
vices and programs the San Antonio 
Public Library has to offer. One way 
to share your love for the library is 
through a giftable library card. This 
limited-edition library card comes 
with packaging for a complete gift 
presentation. It is the perfect way to 
introduce others to the variety of re-
sources the library has to offer. We 
encourage you to grab a few from 
your branch 
location and 
give them to 
your family or 
friends. This 
gift is perfect 
for any cele-
bration. You can learn more about this 
promotion on SAPL’s website.  

This month, SAPL and the Holo-
caust Memorial Museum of San  
Antonio are hosting the 14th annual 
Holocaust Learn and Remember pro-
gram series. This year’s theme is 
Judgement with a focus on the Nu-
remberg Trials. Programs will explore 
and honor the stories of survivors of 
the concentration camps while also 
taking an in-depth look at the first 
international prosecution of Nazi lead-
ers following the Holocaust. A com-

2026 FOSAPL 
BOARD MEETINGS 

All Meetings begin at 2 p.m. 
 

Branch Libraries listed below 
with meeting dates* 

• Central (Annual Meeting)—
Saturday, January 24 

• Igo—Sunday, March 22 

• Forest Hills—Sunday, May 17 

• Great Northwest—Sunday, July 26 

• Pan American—Sunday, September 27 

• Parman—Sunday, November 22 
 

*Please do not schedule a branch 
Friends meeting or Book Sale on the 

FOSAPL Board meeting dates. 

Annual Meeting 

Saturday, January 24, 2026 
2:00 pm 
Central Library Auditorium 
(600 Soledad St., 78205) 

• Election of directors for 2026 – 2028 Term 

• Vote on By-law updates 
All members wishing to vote will check in 

prior to entrance to Auditorium. 

• Three hours free validated parking in the 
garage adjacent to the Central Library. 

• Ben Durocher will escort the attendees to the 
BookCellar for a tour. 

• Appetizers will be provided.  
 

 

Nominating Committee 
Report for 2026 

Submitted by John Costello, Chair 

Election of the Friends of the San Antonio 
Public Library Board of Directors will be held 
at the Annual Meeting on Saturday, January 
24, 2026, at 2:00 pm in the Central Library 
Auditorium.  

The floor will be open for additional nomi-
nations. You must have the prior approval of 
any additional person whom you wish to nomi-
nate. Memberships need to be in good standing 
for board members who wish to vote at the 
Annual meeting. 

Standing for election to the Board for the 
2026–2028 term are: 

Sylvia Breland 
Norma Haro 
Sofia Holl 
Officers and Directors currently serving 

the second year of the 2025–2027 term are: 
President – Liz Alves Presley 
Vice President – Barbara Ma’at 
Treasurer – John Costello 
Secretary – Ana Flores 
Becky Benesch 
Kim Cauthon 
Linda Cheatum 
On behalf of the entire FOSAPL member-

ship, we express appreciation to former  
directors Stephen Barnes, Nias Harris, Eddie 
Patino, and Lolly Salazar. 

Respectfully submitted by members of the 
Nominating Committee John Costello, Ana 
Flores, Conner Hamner, Tracy Knouse, and 
Barbara Ma’at. 

Pat Mendiola 
Lucy Poludniak 

Beth Crabb 
Laura Glueck 
Rochelle Lefton 

SAPLings To Be  
Digital Only 

The January–February 2026 SAPL-
ings newsletter will be the last mailed 
issue of this newsletter. FOSAPL is hav-
ing to trim the 2026 Budget due to rising 
costs. 

The Executive Committee, Board, 
Financial Committee, and members in 
attendance voted at the Nov. 23, 2025, 
FOSAPL Board Meeting to save money 
and cut this expense. We understand that 
some of you will not be happy about this 
but, until membership increases, a choice 
had to be made.  

http://www.friendsofsapl.org/
facebook.com/fosapl/
https://www.instagram.com/fosapl_tx
https://guides.mysapl.org/gift


The Friends, inaugurated March 
23, 1964, promote public use of 
the San Antonio Public Library 
and appreciation of its value as a 
cultural and educational asset to 
the community and encourage the 
extension and improvement of its 
services. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Liz Alves Presley .............. President 

Barbara Ma'at  ......... Vice President 

Ana Flores ........................ Secretary 

John Costello  .... Treasurer; Interim 
Membership Secretary; Immediate 

Past President 

Sheila Figueroa ...............Memorials 

   & Donations 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

2024–2026 

Paula Allen ▪ Stephen Barnes ▪  
Katie Ferrier ▪ Nias Harris ▪  
Barbara Ma’at ▪ Mykenzie  
McAlister ▪ Pat Mendiola ▪  
Eddie Patino ▪ Lolly Salazar ▪ 

Mandy Simpson 

2025–2027 

Becky Benesh ▪ Kim Cauthon ▪ 
Linda Cheatum ▪ Beth Crabb ▪ 

Laura Glueck ▪ Rochelle Lefton 

WEBSITE COMMITTEE 

Kim Cauthon ▪ Laura Glueck 
Barbara Morrow ▪ Lucy  

Poludniak ▪ Alana Woods 

SAPLings 

Managing Editor Alana Woods 

SAPLings is published every two 
months and online at 
www.friendsofsapl.org. 

Deadlines for submitting articles 
and photos are February 5,  
April 5, June 5, August 5, October 
5, and December 5.  

Submittals should be a simple text 
or a Word file with photos as large 
as possible emailed to  
saplingseditor@gmail.com.  

Article contributions for the  

newsletter are always welcome! 
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From the President 
Dear Friends, 
     Happy New Year! 
     I do hope the past holiday season was 
filled with joy, lots of happiness, and 
time spent together with loved ones. 
     It is so amazing how fast this year went 
by. I have enjoyed being your president. It 
has been a delight to attend Branch 
Friends meetings and meet the members 
in each group, share ideas, and most of all, 

have a few changes. Thanks to each of you for being 
so kind to me and showing your support by attending 
the Friends Board meetings in 2025.  

This year brought on new Friends tote bags, 
BookCellar tote bags, and many more items to sell. 
The BookCellar is doing well and having the Back- 
to-School Book Sale was a wonderful event for the 
community in August. This will be back in 2026 
(more details to come). 

Again, this year, the Arts and Letters Awards cer-
emony was great and enjoyed by those attending. 
Lolly Salazar, thank you and your committee mem-
bers for another wonderful event. 

Our membership drive is still going strong, so 
please, if you have not renewed, take a moment and 
mail your check or pay online. 

The Friends’ success only happens with your sup-
port and involvement. Thank you for your dedication 
in 2025 to support the Friends. 

Hoping 2026 will be another bright year for 
Friends! 

Liz Presley 

plete program schedule is available on the 
library website. 

In February, SAPL will observe Black His-
tory Month and honor the rich legacy and im-
pactful contributions of this community 
throughout history.  Library locations across 
the city will feature a variety of programs and 
curated book displays for people of all ages. I 
encourage you to visit SAPL’s website and 
check out a program or event at your closest 
branch location.  

Pop Madness®, SAPL’s free pop culture 
convention, will take place on March 8 at 
Central Library. The annual celebration will 
feature authors, artists, anime, crafts, cosplay 
contests and much more. This year, the event 
will feature authors John Scalzi, Martha 
Wells, Robert Jackson Bennett, and much 
more. More information is available on our 
Pop Madness® web page. If you have never 
been, I highly recommend attending and 
learning why thousands of people look for-
ward to this event each year. It’s a unique and 
wonderful library experience. 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
San Antonio Public Library and its mission. 
Together, we will continue to achieve higher 
heights and reach more members of our com-
munity to help them discover what their library 
can do for them.  

Sincerely, 
Sukrit Goswami 

Director’s Letter, from p 1 

In Memoriam 
     With sadness we 
share that our dear 
Friend Jeanette La-
tiolais, President of the 
Friends of the Thousand 
Oaks Branch Library, 
passed away after having 
a fall. Jeanette was a 
beautiful lady, and her 
Thousand Oaks Friends 

will miss her dearly. 
When she retired, Jeanette became an  

officer in her neighborhood HOA as well 
as the community Welcome Wagon. She 
also edited the community newsletter. Janet 
started a Red Hat Chapter where she was 
selected Queen. She volunteered to drive 
elderly citizens who needed assistance until 
she became a client. She volunteered at her 
daughter's middle school library. Later she 
became a member of the Friends of the San 
Antonio Public Library. She started neigh-
borhood groups that host monthly lunch-
eons, Tripoley and card games. Her passing 
will leave a hole in our community. 

Jeanette will be laid to rest in Louisiana. 
Please keep her family in your prayers.  

Recap of 2025 Arts &  
Letters Awards 

Lolly Salazar 

Sunday, November 16, 2025, was a beautiful day 
to celebrate the work and lives of three unique indi-
viduals who share a commonality. Adriana M. Gar-
cia, Yadhira Lozano, and Juan Miguel Ramos are 
connected through their passion for the arts and shar-
ing it with the community. It was evident through 
their acceptance speeches at the 2025 Arts and Let-
ters Ceremony. Their gratitude for the Arts Commu-
nity in San Antonio was also expressed in the pres-
ence of many family and friends who gathered to 
celebrate them as they were honored for their work. 
Adriana M. Garcia received the award for Artistic 
Merit. Yadhira Lozano received the award for Pub-
lic Leadership and Juan Miguel Ramos received the 
award for Arts Education. 

Chibbi Orduña, Poet, Spoken Word Artist, served 
as Master of Ceremonies and inspired the audience 
with a few of his amazing poems. Congratulations to 
the recipients of The 2025 Arts and Letters Awards.  

The Arts and Letters Award Committee looks for-
ward to the nominations that will be submitted next 
year.  

Thank you to our Sponsors HEB and the Mission 
Branch Library Friends for making the event  
memorable.  

Photos on the friendsofsapl.org website. 

mailto:fosaplpresident@gmai.com
mailto:fosaplvp@gmail.com
mailto:fosaplsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:fosapltreas@gmail.com
mailto:fosaplmenbershipchair@gmail.com
mailto:shefig@yahoo.com
http://www.friendsofsapl.org
mailto:saplingseditor@gmail.com
https://guides.mysapl.org/holocaustlearnandremember
https://guides.mysapl.org/holocaustlearnandremember
https://guides.mysapl.org/africanamericanresources
https://guides.mysapl.org/popmadness/home
http://www.friendsofsapl.org


Sunday, November 23, 2025 | Thousand Oaks Branch Library 
Submitted by Ana Flores 

Call to Order:  Liz Alves Presley, 
President, at 2:04 p.m. 

Roll Call:  conducted by Ana Flores, 
Secretary. A quorum was present. 

Introductions:  Liz welcomed Thou-
sand Oaks Branch Manager Jernell Wil-
liams, who provided a presentation about 
the branch. 

Approval of Minutes:  as printed in 
November/December 2025 issue of the 
SAPLings. Correction was noted on Cam-
mie Brantley’s name. Becky Benesh 
moved to approve the minutes as correct-
ed. Nias Harris seconded the motion; 
motion passed unanimously. 

President’s Report:  Liz reported that 
she attended several Friends meetings in 
October. She also reported that book carts 
at Pan American and Johnston branches 
have generated traffic. Josie Martinez 
recently met with individuals interested in 
starting a Friends group at Pan American. 

Liz attended the Jenna Bush Hager 
event at the McNay and also reminded 
members that SAPLings article submis-
sions are due by the 5th of each month. 

The following officers were unani-
mously elected to serve the 2025-2027 
term:  Treasurer:  John Costello (Ana 
Flores moved; Nias Harris seconded) 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Costello 
discussed the Treasurer’s Report and 
Branch Balances Report that had been 
distributed prior to the Board meeting. 
John noted that the negative interest on 
Treasurer’s Report is a result of the early 
redemption of the FOSAPL certificate of 
deposit to reinvest it at a higher rate. 

John also announced that FOSAPL 
now has an Amazon Business Prime ac-
count that will allow purchases to be made 
without paying tax or shipping. He dis-
cussed the procedures for ordering items 
from Amazon, and that information would 
be distributed to the branches. 

Statement of Financial Condition:  
Upon the resignation of Barbara Mor-
row as Vice President and Interim Treas-
urer, John Costello assumed the role of 
Interim Treasurer. When John and Liz 
Alves Presley met with Barbara to receive 
the treasurer’s files, Barbara provided a 
letter from the IRS dated September 22, 
2025, which stated FOSAPL had not filed 
their 2024 tax return. Barbara stated the 
CPA had filed an extension. 

In attempting to contact the CPA Bar-
bara said represented FOSAPL, John 
learned the CPA had retired in early 2024 
and FOSAPL did not have a CPA. 

Research on the IRS website for the 
status of FOSAPL’s account revealed that 

the last tax filing was for the 2022 tax year. 
Thus, FOSAPL was out of compliance for 
2023 and 2024. 

In addition to the financial penalties of 
failing to file the annual return, the IRS 
has grounds to revoke FOSAPL’s 501(c)
(3) status. 

To rectify these issues and other identi-
fied irregularities, the Executive Commit-
tee approved the hiring of a CPA to com-
plete the outstanding tax returns and advise 
FOSAPL on necessary changes to its finan-
cial operations. 

Membership Report:  John Costello 
reported that membership files were reor-
ganized and a new database established. 
Current membership stands at 527 total: 

• 267 Individual 

• 106 Dual 

• 2 Teen 

• 152 Life 
There have been 93 renewals since 

October and 15 new members since last 
meeting. 

Marketing Report:  Ana Flores report-
ed that the FOSAPL Instagram page con-
tinues to grow, increasing 8% since Sep-
tember, with 222 followers. The Friends 
Facebook page continues to grow overall, 
though views and interactions have dipped 
slightly by about 8% since the last meet-
ing. The page currently has 1,585 follow-
ers, reflecting a 2% increase since the pre-
vious meeting and 5% growth since acti-
vation. 

Liaison Reports  

Board of Trustees:  Josie Uriegas 
Martinez (District 3) congratulated the 
team on a successful Arts & Letters event. 
She announced that the next Board of 
Trustees meeting will be December 3 at 
4:30 p.m. at Central Library. She also not-
ed that District 9 has a new trustee, as 
Marcie Ince has departed; Burt Quinta-
nilla is in the onboarding process. 

San Antonio Public Library Founda-
tion:  Liz Alves Presley reported that the 
annual Catrina Ball was successful and 
reached a sell-out this year. Final numbers 
are still pending. The Literacy Caravan 
continues to visit elementary schools 
across each district, working with second-
grade students. The Foundation is also 
preparing for the “Over the Edge” event, 
with more information forthcoming. 

BookCellar:  John Costello invited 
attendees to mark their calendars for Dec. 
6 for the second annual Holiday Market, 
taking place from 11–5. The event will 
feature multiple vendors, food artisans and 

books, and volunteers or vendor recom-
mendations are welcome by contacting 
Ben Durocher. The BookCellar continues 
examining its space and inventory with 
the goal of improving organization and 
efficiency. According to Square data, 
BookCellar revenue has increased roughly 
30% over the past year, and a goal has 
been set to reach 50% by EOY. 

Library Director:  Jessica Zurita re-
ported that Maverick branch has reopened 
following an HVAC installation. Las Pal-
mas will hold its grand opening on Dec. 6 
with various cultural performances. 
HVAC work continues at Bazan Library 
as part of a total system overhaul. Updates 
to the floating collection began in Octo-
ber, identifying 10 branches where books 
will stay in-house rather than circulate 
elsewhere, with adjustments being made 
as needed. A major publisher has gone out 
of business and SAPL is in the process of 
obtaining contracts with smaller distribu-
tors, which may temporarily cause longer 
holds. A new library card initiative will 
debut on Small Business Saturday, includ-
ing a card, pillow box, sticker and instruc-
tions, with 6,000 units ordered. 

Committee Reports 

Arts & Letters Committee: Lolly Sala-
zar reported a successful event and 
thanked committee members for their 
work, noting that this is her final year 
serving. She is leaving detailed documen-
tation for transition, including login infor-
mation. 

Newsletter & Website Committee:  
Kim Cauthon reported that the commit-
tee has met in person once since the last 
board meeting, during which decisions 
were made regarding design direction, 
prioritizing improved aesthetics and mo-
bile usability. Progress has slowed be-
cause the domain needs to be transferred 
to Weebly. The committee’s top priority is 
securing the domain and progressing web-
site updates. Those who know volunteers 
skilled in domain transfers or web security 
were encouraged to connect them to Kim.  

Budget Committee:  John Costello 
discussed budget changes and explained 
that increased physical BookCellar sales 
and decreased Amazon sales were the 
primary shifts. Contract services and 
newsletter expenses were separated into 
their own lines. Becky Benesh asked 
about insurance, and John confirmed that 
insurance costs have not increased. John 
motioned to approve the 2026 budget, 
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Brook Hollow 

Our book sale in November 
was a big success! Sixteen 
members spent just two hours 
getting tables and signs in 
place and thousands of sale 
items ready for the next day’s 
sale.  We also like to eat, and 
many people brought muffins, 
cupcakes, cookies, and other 
good stuff, and staff members 
kept the coffee pot going. 
Brad Abbott did a great job as 
chairperson; and we all look 
forward to his chairing the 
next sale! 

Sue Bowser, Marie Tidrow 
and Susan Feeley fill our sale 
shelves Fridays and Sundays. 
Wednesday mornings Pat 
Bjornson, Becky Benesh, Jim-
my Drury, Roy Hardwick, 
Judith Beaullieu, and Beth 
Crabb remove books that are 
still on the carts after a month, 
count the money from sales, 
sort books, and generally have a 
good time. Come join us! 

We gave all our branch staff 
members Target gift cards for 
Christmas as a token of our 
appreciation for the wonderful 
work they do. 

Our officers for 2026–2027 
are Pat Bjornson, president; 
Hoa Luu, vice president; 
Becky Benesh, secretary; and 
Beth Crabb, treasurer.  

Our next meeting is tenta-
tively scheduled for Saturday, 
Feb. 7, in the meeting room at 
11 am. 

Pat Bjornson 

Encino 

The Encino Friends added 
some winter color to the gar-
den beds on Nov. 22. Soon, the 
garden will be blooming with 
violas, cyclamen, snapdragons, 
and dianthus in purple, pink, 
orange, and white. These 
plants appreciate the cooler 
temps headed our way. A few 
of the summer vincas are stay-
ing on while temps are still 
warm. Maintenance on the 

perennial plants was also per-
formed to keep our library 
looking its best. The next time 
you visit the Encino branch, 
take a walk around the garden 
and enjoy the pop of color for 
the season. 

Friends also funded fun for 
the entire Encino community 
by sponsoring Big Time Bub-
bles for the Holly Jolly Fest on 
Dec.9. Big Time Bubbles 
brought out a snowfall ma-
chine, and there was a meet 
and greet with the Grinch! 
Also featured at the Holly Jol-
ly Fest were wintery crafts, 
and a hot cocoa bar. This an-
nual program is one of En-
cino’s largest events of the 
year. 

The next Friends of Encino 
meeting will be Sunday, Jan. 
18 at 1:30 pm. 

Ann Laird 

Forest Hills 

The Friends of the Forest 
Hills Branch Library are host-
ing a pop-up book sale on Sat-
urday, Jan. 10, and Sunday, 
Jan. 11. The sale will take 
place during normal library 
hours (10–6) in the Collaborate 
Room. Stop by to browse a 
variety of titles and discover 
your next great read! 

We have set our meeting 
dates for 2026. All meetings 
will be on Monday at 5 pm: 
Jan. 12, Apr. 13, Jul. 13, and 
Oct. 19. 

Esme Neumann 

Great Northwest 

Great Northwest Branch 
Library hosted a Creative 
Writing for Seniors program 
on Nov. 5 and 19. During the 
Creative Writing program, 
older adults shared some of 
their writings and provided 
encouragement to each other. 
This event got a great response 
from the adults that attended, 
and Great Northwest will con-
tinue to offer this program to 
older adults in the community. 

Older adults were able to 
take part in several programs 
in November at Great North-
west. The Senior Social Hour 
where they played board 
games and socialized, received 
information about being De-

mentia friendly from the 
WellMed nonprofit foundation 
on Nov. 8, learned and built 
upon quilting skills with the 
Library Bee Quilting Group for 
Older Adults on Nov. 15, and 
learned of money saving pro-
grams from AARP on Nov. 12. 

And a special thank you to 
Brook Hollow’s Friends for 
donating boxes of pristine 
books for the GNW book 
cart—just in time for holiday 
giving! 

Monique Cogburn 

Las Palmas 

The results of the election 
of officers for 2026–2027 in 
early December are as follows: 
President–Velma Peña, Vice 
President–Sylvia Soto, and 
Secretary/Treasurer–Delia 
Ramirez Trimble. 

The Las Palmas Library 
Grand Reopening on Dec. 6 
was a great opportunity for 
some Friends members—
Linda Arronge, Melissa 
Lovett, Velma Peña, Robert 
Ramirez, Sylvia Soto, Delia 
Ramirez Trimble—to talk to 
folks about FOSAPL and en-
courage them to join. Several 
of us also had a chance to dis-
cuss the library with various 
City and EISD officials togeth-
er with neighborhood associa-
tion (NA) and community 
members. 

On Dec. 6, Friends, Velma 
Peña and Delia Ramirez 
Trimble also toured Council-
woman Teri Castillo’s new 
District 5 Field Office located 
adjacent to the Las Palmas 
Library. Councilwoman Cas-
tillo is a supporter of libraries 
and Friends. 

In addition, Friends provid-
ed some supplies and snacks 
for other Dec. holiday activi-
ties at the Las Palmas Library. 

Delia Ramirez Trimble 

McCreless 

As 2025 winds down, the 
Friends of McCreless Library 
have been gearing up for 2026! 
The Book Nook committee—
Cammie Brantley, Helen 
McDaniel, and Marilyn 
Nowlin, have been busy seek-
ing out additional donations of 
books and DVDs to refresh the 
stock. Their efforts have been 

successful as sizable deposits 
have been made from the Book 
Nook box to our account. We 
will purchase an additional two-
shelf bookcase for the Book 
Nook to increase income. 
Sales from the Book Nook and 
one annual book sale should 
provide enough income to sup-
port the programs and staff 
efforts for our branch library. 
The last opportunity to express 
our appreciation to the staff is 
funding for their holiday party. 
On behalf of our Friends 
group, Helen will be bringing 
sodas and cookies, and Cam-
mie is delivering the pizzas. 
McCreless Friends look for-
ward to working with a new 
Branch Manager in 2026 to 
develop the Spending Plan and 
continue to support library 
events. 

Jill Zimmerman 

San Pedro 

San Pedro Branch received 
an early Christmas present at 
Thanksgiving! One of our pa-
trons, Alicia Garcia, gave a 
generous donation. The 
Friends will partner with li-
brary staff to use this gift to 
enhance the library. We want 
to acknowledge all the sup-
porters we have in the San 
Pedro neighborhood. And a 
Shout Out to the Friends of 
Brookhollow Branch, who 
shared their book sale bounty 
with us. We were able to bring 
back five boxes of excellent 
items for our book nook! 

Diane Backhus 

Semmes 

After months of blocked 
access to the outdoor patio and 
deep pits of dirt and wondering 
if the repairs would ever be 
completed, Semmes Library is 
now all back together with a 
beautiful, welcoming outdoor 
patio and a wonderfully func-
tioning irrigation system for 
the indoor garden areas. Pic-
tures cannot do justice to the 
outdoor and indoor spaces! 
You must come for a visit! 
Outside, you may enjoy the 
sounds from the wind chimes 
or musical instruments perma-
nently installed along the path. 
Also, two tables at the far end 

Branch 
Leaves 

 

News from 
Branch Libraries 

Branch Leaves, cont on p 5. 
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of the patio are chess tables, 
and the play pieces may be 
checked out inside. 

Over the months and past 
few years, you’ve read about 
the transitions the inside plant-
ed beds have undergone from 
struggling beds to the lush, 
thriving spaces you’ll see now! 
The plants are thriving so much 
you may have to play a version 
of “Where's Waldo?” to find 
our Friends the gnome, the 
rabbits, fox, turtle, who else? 

Semmes Friends earnings 
from the book carts throughout 
the year and our annual sale 
this past November have been 
robust! One sweet encounter 
during the November sale re-

sulted in our meeting one of 
the regular customers of the 
book carts. It happened to be 
the buyer who pays with $2 
bills! The regularity of his pur-
chases using the unique bills 
and the regular collection of 
funds by our treasurer already 
established somewhat of a 
relationship. It was delightful 
to ‘familiarize’ what had been 
an impersonal interaction up to 
now. 

In anticipation of the grand 
celebration of Semmes’ 20 
years of presence in the com-
munity, and the holiday sea-
son, Friends Sandy Sherman, 
Christie Smith, Mary Ann 
Hester, Frances Gaus, and 

Jon Van Poppelen decked the 
library for the festivities. 

Semmes’ Anniversary Party 
was held on Dec. 13. Read all 
about it in the next issue. 

Christie Smith 

Tobin Library at 
Oakwell  

Tobin rounded out the year 
with a couple of special events 
supported by the Friends. On 
Dec. 10, a staff luncheon con-
sisting of lasagna with sides and 
treats was provided during the 
Staff In-Service day with Tobin 
Friends’ Board joining the staff 
for the special meal. Friends 
assisted with some of the  
snacks at the family friendly 

Grinch Holiday celebration on 
Dec. 13. Librarians Lisa 
Ramirez and Connie Hegl 
hosted the event where crafts 
were made and snacks enjoyed 
along with visits from Santa 
and the Grinch.   

Friends’ funds continue to 
buy the tea and supplies for 
Tobin at Oakwell’s weekly Tai 
Chi and Tea program. Attend-
ance is steady, averaging 12 
people each Wednesday. Li-
brarian Rhonda Woolhouse 
remarked “We are helping the 
world relax a bit” with this 
popular activity for older 
adults. 

Tracey Knouse 
  

   The Book-
Cellar’s 2nd 
Annual Holi-
day Market 
was nothing 
short of magi-

cal—and it is all thanks to our 
incredible community. We 
extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to every volunteer, member, 
vendor, and visitor who helped 
make this event such a suc-
cess. From early setup and 
steady hands on the floor to 
the cheerful conversations at 
every table, your time, talent, 
and generosity brought the 
Market to life. 

Your support directly bene-
fits the Friends of the San Anto-
nio Public Library and helps 

The BookCellar continues to 
grow as a welcoming space for 
readers, learners, and neighbors. 
Events like this remind us that 
The BookCellar is more than a 
bookstore—it is a shared effort 
powered by people who believe 
in access to books, literacy, and 
community connection. 

We are excited to ring in 
the new year with a Half-Off 

Storewide Sale the first week-
end of January—an ideal op-
portunity to refresh your 
shelves and discover some-
thing new. For the rest of Janu-
ary, we’ll be featuring special 
pricing on Self-Help, Medical 
& Health, Psychology, Busi-
ness, Foreign Language, and 
General Fiction. 

There is no bet-
ter time to start 
your New 
Year’s resolu-
tions—whether 
that means 
learning a new 
language, im-
proving your 
health and life-

style, strengthening your ca-
reer skills, or simply making 
more time to read. 

And as always, we are con-
tinually looking for new vol-
unteers to join our BookCellar 
family. If you love books and 
want to make a meaningful 
difference in your community, 
we would love to hear from 
you. Thank you again. 
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The BookCellar Celebrates the Season! 

Ben Durocher 

1.  L to R: Friends M. 
Lovett and R. Ramirez; 
Library Board Trustee, 
D.5 Mary Ann Valdez 
Hernandez; Council-
woman Teri Castillo; 
Friends D. R. Trimble 
and L. Arronge; Commu-
nity Member Jesusita 
Rios; and Library Man-
ager Lily Treviño 
2.  L to R: City Manager Erik Walsh; Las Palmas NA President Gloria Hernan-
dez; Friends S. Soto and V. Peña, Library Board Trustee Mayoral Judy Cruz; 
EISD School Board President Dr. James Hernandez. 

1 

2 

Las Palmas Library Reopened Dec. 6 



Minutes, from p 3 

Becky seconded and the motion 
passed. Pat Mendiola suggest-
ed increasing the amount allot-
ted for branch giving. 

Nominating Committee:  
The nominating committee met, 
reviewed roles and responsibili-
ties and developed a slate. John 
Costello moved to approve the 
committee’s recommendation, 
Becky Benesh seconded, and 
the motion passed. New board 
members include: Sylvia 
Breland (Memorial), Sofia 
Holl (Potranco), Lucy Poludni-
ak (Great Northwest) and Nor-
ma Haro (Collins Garden). 

Bylaws Committee:  The 
committee members John Cos-
tello, Ana Flores, Barbara 
Ma'at, and Linda Cheatum 
met on Nov. 8 to review pro-
posed changes, which were ap-
proved at committee level. Most 
revisions were aimed at 
strengthening business structure 
and updating governance lan-
guage. The committee recom-
mended establishing a Finance 
Committee to review financials 
throughout the year rather than 

only annually and recommend-
ed forming a Marketing Com-
mittee to work alongside the 
Newsletter/Website Committee. 
Per bylaws, recommendations 
and explanations will be distrib-
uted by mid-December and 
published in SAPLings. Mem-
bers will have 30 days to re-
view. 

Membership Recruitment 
Committee:  Lucy Poludniak 
reported that committee met 
recently to evaluate recruitment 
materials and discovered that 
many pieces still reflect old 
logos and outdated membership 
tiers. New materials will be 
redesigned to match the vibrant 
color scheme of the updated 
FOSAPL and SAPL branding. 
The group voted to retire the 
brochure, noting that book-
marks communicate identical 
information more affordably 
and are easier to print. The 
committee discussed strategies 
to increase recruitment while 
retaining current members, em-
phasizing that the website is 
central to membership success 

and must be improved. Ideas 
included sending welcome post-
cards to new members, produc-
ing an annual report to engage 
life members, developing emo-
tionally compelling messaging 
and exploring enamel pins for 
member recognition. New ma-
terials are expected to go to 
print in January. 

Old Business 

SAPLings Newsletter Dis-
cussion:  The board revisited 
discussion about discontinuing 
printed editions due to cost. 
Printing one issue costs $3.79, 
resulting in nearly $16 per year 
for each subscriber across six 
issues, meaning printing oper-
ates at a financial deficit. Black-
and-white printing reduces cost 
by only ten cents per copy. The 
board discussed printing and 
posting a single copy at each 
branch. John Costello moved 
to discontinue printed copies 
beginning January 1, 2026, with 
Becky Benesh seconding. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

The final printed newsletter 
prior to the transition will in-
clude a notice. Of note, the 
Membership Committee also 
discussed creating an annual 
event calendar, sending Valen-
tine cards and strengthening 
ongoing communication. A 
recent example was shared of a 
Great Northwest branch mem-
ber who nearly allowed their 
membership to lapse, demon-
strating the need for enhanced 
engagement efforts. 

Announcements 

Upcoming events include the 
Las Palmas Ribbon Cutting and 
the BookCellar Holiday Market 
on Dec. 6. The next meeting 
will take place January 24 at the 
Central Library. Liz thanked the 
Board for their work and ex-
tended a warm welcome to the 
new members. 

Adjournment:  Pat Mendio-
la moved to adjourn the meet-
ing; Eddie Patiño seconded. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

December 13 was a grand 
day, indeed, when Semmes  
Library celebrated its 20th An-
niversary and inaugurated the 
beautiful new outdoor patio! 
The weather could not have 
been better, and every section 
and level of the patio was abus-
tle with activity. 

During the formal comments 
from SAPL and City represent-
atives, one could hear the out-
door music instruments being 
played and see tiny tots enjoy-
ing the balloon artists and ce-
ment painting. The goat petting 
area was a very big hit (kids 
petting kids ☺) but also, the 
interest in the chess tables was 
exciting. Several chess masters 
and coaches captured the inter-
est of many visitors, and the 
tables are sure to be put to great 
use! 

 
More photos are on the 

friendsofsapl.org website. 
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Semmes Celebrates 20 Years! 

Christie Smith 

Friends Sandy Sherman, Christie 
Smith, Mary Ann Hester, Frances 
Gaus and Jon Van Poppelen 
decked the library for the festivities.  

Set up for a chess game and the 
Semmes family looking on. 

Haley Holmes, former Semmes 
staff and now SAPL Administra-
tion Staff 

Activities to celebrate the Semmes 
20th included balloon art, membership 
recruiting, kids petting kids, and lots of 
visitors. 

http://www.friendsofsapl.org/


Sheri Anderson 
Linda Arronge 
Margaret Aslakson 
Ms. Jessie Bailey 
Karen Baker 
Mrs. Karen Balcom 
Denise M. Barlow 
Stephen Barnes 
Adrienne P. Becnel 
Kathy Bee 
Elizabeth Bircher 
Shannyn Block 
Lucie Jean Whitehead Bourne 
Jean Brady 
Judy H. Branch 
Katy Bravenec 
Sylvia V. Breland 
Curtis Brown 
Karen Brown 
Lauren Brown 
Alethea Bugg 
Monica Garza Bustillo 
Juanita & Adrian Cantu 
Susannah Carroll 
Kim & David Cauthon 
Christine Chemell 
Liz & Bill Chiego 
Judy Comer 
David Cooksey 
Evelyn Cooper 
Brian Cordeau 
John Costello 
Danee Crouch 
Rachel Cywinski 
Dr. Jacqueline O. Dansby 
C. Robert Daubert 
Laura Albrecht Davis 
Ralph & Meg Domas 
Craig and Pat Donegan 
Deborah Douglas, MD 

Mark Drogin, MD 
Diane Duesterhoeft 
Lucy E. Duncan 
Beverly & Jose Duran 
Susan Durrett 
David G. Ennist 
Anthony Eugenio 
Katie Ferrier 
Sheila G. Figueroa 
Elinor Froemsdorf 
Alicia Zavala Galvan 
Nancy & Eric Gandara 
Sharon L. Gaskill 
Deliley Gatson 
Juanita Gomez 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack E. Gorman 
Beth Graham 
Linda Graham 
Maria S. Greene 
Thomas L. Guido 
Jo Ann Harris 
Jack Hebdon 
Carah Helwig 
Barbara Higdon 
Stacey Lynn Hill 
J.C. Hollimon II 
Laura Houck 
Marcie Ince 
Eileen Jones 
Elizabeth Jones 
Patricia J. Jordt 
Richard Kleberg  III 
Kija Korowicki 
Daniel Kurokawa 
Viki Kychakoff 
Jade Lamb 
Jonathan Lamb 
Richard J. Lamb 
Rochelle Lefton 
David Liserio 

Daniel Macias, PhD 
Diane Malone 
Cary Marriott 
Josie Martinez 
Andrea & Robert Mason 
Paula Massengale 
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Mathews 
Karen Matson 
Caroline Matthews 
Mrs. Mary Womack McAfee 
Martha McCabe 
Mrs. John McCamish 
Kathleen M. McCloskey 
William D. McDavid 
Melanie McLean 
Dale McNeill 
Susan Moczygemba-McKinsey 
Marilyn & William Moll 
Barbara Morrow 
John Mumma 
Caroline Murguia 
Megan Mustain 
Linda Nairn 
John E. Newman, Jr. 
Mary Newsom 
John Nicholas 
David Oppenheimer 
William A. Parker 
Theresa Pena 
Donna Perez 
Carolyn Petersen 
Michael Phillips 
Elizabeth Alves Presley 
Fonzie Quance-Fitch 
Gail Raney 
Sue Ratliff 
Gloria Reyna 
Elizabeth Rockstroh 
Rudi R. Rodriguez 
Neftali Rodriguez, Jr. 

Jane Schaefer 
Sam Schaefer 
Dona Schenker 
Pat Houlahan Schieffer 
Scottish Rite of San Antonio 
Karen Sebesta 
Elizabeth Sellers 
Daniela Serna 
Dr. & Mrs. A. Severance 
Glenna Seyfer 
Mary Shelton 
Mentoria Sherfield 
Edward H. Slezak 
Christie A. Smith 
Douglas W. Smith 
Sarah Smith 
Warren Smith 
Suki Smutz 
Ann Springer 
Martha Steele 
John T. Steen, Jr. 
Barbara Steinhauser 
Mari Stolarski 
Joe R. Straus Jr 
Linda Swanson 
Jean Van Nest 
Elizabeth A. P. Vane 
Gilbert Vara 
Elisa Vasconcellos 
Chrissie Warner 
Nancy West 
Ed Wilson 
Necia Wolff 
Junette Kirkham Woller 
Virginia Y. Wong 
I-Tien Yeh 
Sylvia Zamarripa 
Jill Zimmerman 
Betty D. Zinn 

Life Members 

Thank you to the current “Life” friends listed below for their member-“friend”-ship. Current Life members are listed below. Please 
email Membership Secretary John Costello at fosaplmembershipchair@gmail.com, if there are errors or omissions, and the correc-
tions will be made. 

When the Friends learn that a Life member has passed away, a donation of $100 is sent to the San Antonio Public Library for the 

purchase of books in memory of that Friend. All notifications of death are researched on the Internet to locate an obituary to verify the 

death when possible. 
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Donations & Memorials 
Sheila Figueroa 

 

Donations by 
  

Mary Kay Bailey 

Ralph and Meg Domas 

Nancy Gandara 

Charlotte Wenger 
 

In Memory of by 
 
 

Yolanda Kirkpatrick Eileen Jones 

Judalon Holmes The Flores Family 
 
 

In Honor of by 

Sheila Figueroa Alana Woods 

Brook Hollow Holds Successful Book Sale 

Sixteen Friends help set 
up for the sale the day 
before. A line formed 20 
minutes before the sale, 
and the crowd at the 
sale. 

mailto:fosaplmembershipchair@gmail.com
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San Antonio, Texas 78246 
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CALENDAR OF BOOK SALES & SPECIAL EVENTS 
Because dates and times change occasionally, please call to verify information. 

Jan. 10-11 Forest Hills Friends Pop-Up Book Sale, 10 am–6 pm 

Jan. 11 Memorial Library Amigos Meeting, 3 pm. 

Jan. 12 Forest Hills Friends Meeting, 5 pm 

Jan. 18 Encino Friends Meeting, 1:30 pm 

Jan. 24 FOSAPL Annual Board Meeting (Saturday),  

 2 pm  Central Library 

Feb. 7 Brook Hollow Friends Meeting, 11 am 

Feb. 17 Schaefer Friends Meeting, 1:30 pm 

Feb. 9 McCreless Friends Meeting, 6 pm 

Mar. 8 Pop Madness Central Library 
 

Note: Each branch Friends group has a designated representative to the Board. However, these Board 
meetings are open to the general membership. All members are invited and encouraged to attend. 

Brook Hollow Library 
530 Heimer Road, 78232 
210-207-9030  

Central Library 
600 Soledad Street, 78205 
210-207-2500 

Encino Library 
2515 East Evans Road 
210-207-9250 

Forest Hills Library 
5245 Ingram Rd., 78228 
210-207-9230  

McCreless Library 
1023 Ada Street, 78223 
210-207-9170  

Memorial Library 
3222 Culebra, 78228 
210-207-9140 

Schaefer Library 
6322 US Hwy 87 E, 78222 
210-207-9300  


