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National Friends of 
the Library Week 
October 19–25 

Take a moment to tell someone 
about the Friends and ask them to 
become a member of our wonderful 
organization. I know you will have a 
lifelong Friend for doing this. 

From the Library Director 

Dear Friends, 
    As summer wraps up, the San 
Antonio Public Library (SAPL) is 
celebrating the success of its sum-
mer programming. Every location 
participates in this annual pro-
gram series. This year SAPL 
locations hosted more than 600 
special summer programs across 
locations, and in the month of 
June we saw a 22% increase in 

visits over June 2024. The success of these pro-
grams would not be possible without the collabora-
tion between the library and our Friends groups. 
Thank you for your help in funding and promoting 
these programs. 

With the school year underway, please share 
with the students in your life that SAPL offers edu-
cational resources and programming throughout the 
year to help people with their educational journeys. 
Free online tutoring is just one of many resources 
we have available. Ask a Librarian allows library 
users to connect with a librarian by phone, text or 
online chat, while our test prep resources prepare 
students for important exams like the SAT, PSAT, 
ACT, AP, and more. 

Several library branches are hosting Tools for 
Schools programming to teach patrons how to  
locate free books, music, movies, and other items 
available through SAPL’s online catalog. While the 
program is best for third graders through middle 
schoolers, teachers and parents are also encouraged 
to attend. 

Starting in September, the San Antonio Public 
Library is celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 
with programming that honors Hispanic cultures, 
history, and contributions to our city and nation. 
The Latino Collection and Resource Center 
(LCRC) is ramping up its programming with sever-
al great events. In September, the LCRC will host 
Sonya Rosario, a documentary filmmaker, who will 
share her experience with medicine and cultures in 
Mystics, Mediums and Curanderas. 

Several branch libraries will dive into Hispanic 
Heritage Month with art. From using tissue paper 
to create flowers to programming focused on Mexi-
can-style folk art, there’s plenty to choose from for 
art lovers.  

Your continued support allows us the ability to 
grow our programming and reach more patrons. 
Thank you for all you do for the Library and your 
communities. 

Sincerely, 
Sukrit Goswami 

San Pedro 95th 
Anniversary 
Celebration 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 6 
10:30AM – 12:30PM 

The anniversary celebration 
will kick off with a speaking 
ceremony at 10:30. Fun, family-
friendly activities will launch 
at 11–12:30 and will include: 

- Vintage tabletop games 
- Vintage crafts 
- Jumbo outdoor games 
- Historic slideshow 
- Smarty Mascot appearance 
Light refreshments will be 

served. Parking will be lim-
ited—additional overflow 
parking is available at San 
Pedro Springs Park on W. 
Myrtle St. 

 

Nominations for 
Arts & Letters 
deadline is  
Sept. 30, 2025! 

The Friends of the San  
Antonio Public Library is now 
accepting nominations for the 
2025 Arts & Letters Awards, 
recognizing San Antonians who 
have made outstanding contri-
butions in the fields of the arts 
and literature, including the 
visual arts, dramatic arts, musi-
cal arts, any genre of the written 
arts, including journalism, arts 
education, and leadership in the 
arts. 

Deadline for nominations is 
Tuesday, September 30, and 
nominations may be submitted 
online at https://
form.jotform.com/friendsofsapl/
fosapl-arts--letters-awards-
form. Nominees must reside in 
Bexar County.  
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The Friends, inaugurated March 

23, 1964, promote public use of 

the San Antonio Public Library 

and appreciation of its value as a 

cultural and educational asset to 

the community and encourage the 

extension and improvement of its 

services. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Liz Alves Presley .............. President 

Barbara Morrow ....... Vice President 

Ana Flores ........... Interim Secretary 

Chloe Galvan ................... Treasurer 

Barbara Morrow .......... Membership  

   Secretary 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 

2024–2026 

Paula Allen ▪ Stephen Barnes ▪  

Katie Ferrier ▪ Nias Harris ▪  

Barbara Ma’at ▪ Mykenzie  

McAlister ▪ Pat Mendiola ▪  

“Eddie” Patino ▪ “Lolly” Salazar ▪ 

Mandy Simpson 

2025–2027 

Becky Benesh ▪ Kim Cauthon ▪ 

Linda Cheatum ▪ Beth Crabb ▪ 

Laura Glueck ▪ Rochelle Lefton 

NEWSLETTER &  

WEBSITE COMMITTEE 

Kim Cauthon ▪ Laura Glueck 

Barbara Morrow ▪ Lucy  

Polundniak 

SAPLings 

Managing Editor Alana Woods 

SAPLings is published every two 

months and can also be seen at 

www.friendsofsapl.org. 

Deadlines for submitting articles 

and photos are February 10,  

April 10, June 10, August 10, 

October 10, and December 10.  

Submittals should be a simple text 

or a Word file with photos as large 

as possible emailed to  

saplingseditor@gmail.com.  
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From the President 
Hi Friends, 
     The temperatures are beginning to 
feel more like summer each day. I would 
like to say congratulations to each of you 
for the popular Summer with SAPL! The 
numbers of patrons visiting the libraries 
and participating in the programs has 
been wonderful. This is always a fun 
summer event. 

I have visited the BookCellar during June, July, 
and August and have found some wonderful puz-
zles and books. I do hope each of you take time to 
visit the BookCellar anytime during the year. Eve-
ry time I stop by, the children’s section has chil-
dren who ask their parents if they will buy them a 
book. Yes, we can get you this book, is the answer 
you hear from the parents!  

Can you believe it is almost time for the 
Friends to present their annual Arts and Letters 
Award Event?  Please remember to submit artists 
who have made outstanding contributions to the 
arts. The deadline for nominations is September 
30, 2025, so please start submitting your favorite 
artist to be considered. This is a wonderful event 
and make sure you have the date on your calendar 
to attend on Nov. 16, 2025. 

Soon the city will be adopting the FY2026 
budget for the library system. I would like to en-
courage each of you to let your councilperson 
know how much you value your library. 

Happy Reading, 
Liz 

 2025/2026 FOSAPL 
BOARD MEETINGS 
All Meetings begin at 2 p.m. 

 

• Sept. 28, McCreless 

• Nov. 23, Thousands Oaks 

• Jan. 24, 2026 (Saturday),  

Central Library 

Donations & Memorials  
Sheila Figueroa 

 

Donations by 
  

Encino Friends Juspreet Kaur 
 

 

In Memory of by 
 
 

Gene Ames III Paul and Nancy Matteson 

Cathy Dean Alana Woods 

Judalon Mask Heidi Novotny 

Encino Friends Glenna Seyfer, Liana Benavides, 
and Barbara Morrow greeted more than 100 families 
and distributed information about the library at the 
Encino Park Elementary Meet the Teacher night.  

Great Northwest Library Summer with SAPL 

Great Northwest Library hosted Happy Tails, a Special 
Summer Presentation (right), and Special Summer 
Performance Illusions by Blake for Summer with 
SAPL. Blake the Magician entertained children and 
their grownups 
with amazing tricks 
using scarves, 
cards, and Harry 
Potter’s glasses. 
The magic show 
was a huge success 
and left many of 
the children and 
parents amazed.    
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Sunday, July 27, 2025 | Tobin Branch Library 
Submitted by Ana Flores 

Call to Order: Liz Alves Presley, Pres-
ident at 2:01 p.m. 

Roll Call: Ana Flores, Interim Secre-
tary. A quorum was present. 

Introductions: Liz welcomed Amanda 
Watson, Branch Manager at Tobin, who 
provided a presentation on the branch. 

Approval of Minutes:  Becky Benesh 
moved to approve the minutes of May 18, 
2025, as printed in the July/August issue 
of SAPLings. Laura Glueck seconded the 
motion; motion passed unanimously. 

President’s Report: Liz reported that 
Summer with SAPL has been active 
across the branches, with strong attend-
ance reported at programs and events. 

Liz attended the Encino Branch 10th 
Anniversary Celebration on June 14. The 
event was well attended and enjoyed by 
the community. 

Liz met with SAPLings Newsletter 
Editor Alana Woods to discuss updates to 
the Friends website. 

Liz attended the San Antonio Circuit 
Makers Friends event at Forest Hills  
Library in July. She noted the event was 
successful and highlighted the creative 
activities offered. 

Many Friends groups are preparing for 
fall book sales and other upcoming projects. 

Members are reminded to send event 
and meeting photos to Membership Chair 
Ana Flores for posting on Instagram. 

The September/October SAPLings 
newsletter will return to the full-length 
format. Friends groups are encouraged to 
submit photos and branch updates to  
saplingseditor@gmail.com. 

Treasurer’s Report: Barbara Morrow 
reported that, as of the end of June, the 
total cash accounts were approximately 
$286,015.72, which is composed of 
$129,586.81 as branch-designated funds 
and $156,428.91 as FOSAPL funds.  
Income received in May and June was 
$17,497.61, with expenses totaling 
$11,780.05. Insurance and Arts & Letters 
expenses will be reflected later in the year. 

A discussion was held on $35,000 staff 
development funds, branch spending plans 
and San Pedro donations. Barbara to send 
documentation; Jessica to coordinate with 
branch managers. 

Stephen Barnes moved to approve the 
treasurer’s report, Barbara Ma’at second-
ed the motion; motion passed unanimously. 

Membership Report: Ana Flores  
reported that as of the Board meeting, 
there were 531 total members, with 18 
new members and eight renewals since the 
last meeting. Since the purge in March, 72 
members have joined or renewed.  

Marketing Report: Ana Flores report-
ed that our FOSAPL Instagram page con-
tinues to grow, increasing 54% since the 
May update, with 123 followers. 

The Friends Facebook page was reac-
tivated July 1. Since then, page views 
have increased by 500% and interactions 
by nearly 5,000%. Numbers are expected 
to even out as we continue to post more 
frequently. 

Liaison Reports  

Board of Trustees: Josie Uriegas 
Martinez (District 3) highlighted 
Carver’s 95th anniversary and its upcom-
ing renovations, plus the success of Sum-
mer with SAPL. The next Library Board 
meeting is scheduled for August 27 at 
Central Library. 

San Antonio Public Library Founda-
tion: Liz Alves Presley reported that the 
Foundation has begun the process of se-
curing a children’s author for their Octo-
ber 2026 Literary Luncheon. Author sug-
gestions are welcome and should be sent 
to Amy Hone. The board Nominating 
Committee has also kicked off recruitment 
for the 2026 term; suggested individuals 
should be sent to Amy Hone. As discus-
sions on the Carver capital campaign gear 
up, the Foundation has come across other 
opportunities it hopes to pursue, with a 
potential for a corporate sponsor for learn-
ing centers across the system. The Founda-
tion will work with Library staff to get the 
information needed to pursue the oppor-
tunity. Catrina Ball plans are moving for-
ward with nearly half of the tables sold.   

BookCellar: John Costello reported 
that preparations are underway for the 
upcoming Back-to-School Book Sale, 
cohosted with the Library in the Auditori-
um of Central Library on August 8–9 
from 10 to 6. Revenue in June 2025 was 
$9,038 compared to $6,749.65 in June 
2024. As of July 19, sales have already 
surpassed July 2024 totals. Growth is  
attributed to pricing, merchandising strate-
gies and volunteer support—special 
thanks to Felicia Glenn for her social 
media efforts. A new logo has been  
designed to reflect the evolving identity of 
the BookCellar. Volunteers are needed for 
the Back-to-School Sale and ongoing 
store support. Board members are encour-
aged to help spread the word.  

Library Director: Jessica Zurita  
delivered a report on behalf of Sukrit 
Goswami. She announced that Carver 
branch will close August 11 for a major 
renovation, with interim services available 
at the Denver Heights Community Center. 

Storage solutions are in place for Carver 
collections during the renovation. Projects 
continue at Maverick, Las Palmas, and San 
Pedro branches. San Pedro’s 95th anniver-
sary will be celebrated September 6. 

Committee Reports 

2024 Financial Review Committee: 
Committee met recently, and work is on-
going. 

Arts & Letters Committee: The com-
mittee met June 5, and nominations are set 
to close September 30. Updates were 
made to forms and website. 

New Business  

2026 Budget Committee: The follow-
ing were appointed to the 2026 Budget 
Committee: Becky Benesh, Stephen 
Barnes, Beth Crabb, Barbara Morrow, 
Mandy Simpson, Laura Glueck and 
Napoleon “Eddie” Patino. Kim Cau-
thon moved to appoint the committee, and 
Pat Mendiola seconded. 

Nominating Committee for 2026-2028 
term: The following were appointed to the 
2026 Nominating Committee: Napoleon 
“Eddie” Patino, John Costello and Katie 
Ferrier. Kim Cauthon moved to appoint 
the committee, and Laura Glueck seconded. 

2026 Newsletter & Website Committee: 
The following were appointed to the 2026 
Newsletter & Website Committee: Laura 
Glueck, Kim Cauthon, Barbara  
Morrow and Lucy Polundniak. Kim 
Cauthon moved to appoint the commit-
tee, and Pat Mendiola seconded. 

2026 Membership Recruitment Com-
mittee:  The following were appointed to 
the 2026 Membership Recruitment Com-
mittee: Laura Glueck, Barbara  
Morrow, Ana Flores, Russell Oldmixon 
and Rochelle Lefton. Kim Cauthon 
moved to appoint the committee and 
Laura Glueck seconded. 

Special Presentation 

Kimberly Mirelez of the Department 
of Arts and Culture presented an overview 
of the City’s public art program, current 
projects and upcoming installations. 

Announcements 

Liz shared her excitement for upcom-
ing events and encouraged continued par-
ticipation. 

Adjournment 

Laura Glueck moved to adjourn the 
meeting; Rochelle Lefton seconded. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:26 p.m. 
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Brook Hollow 

Coming up—Saturday, 
Nov. 15, 10–4—A Big Book 
Sale Bonanza! We'll have 
about nine or ten thousand 
books, CDs, and DVDs for 
sale, with most items costing 
only $1! There'll also be a lot 
of comic books and jigsaw 
puzzles. 

Two members had never 
been to a Friends’ meeting, so 
we all introduced ourselves 
and told a bit about our back-
grounds. Not surprisingly, the 
common thread was a huge 
love of reading and libraries! 
Jeannette Davies also talked 
about some of the responsibili-
ties of a branch manager. 

We have purchased two 
more large moveable white 
boards, one for the children’s 
area and another for the meet-
ing room. We also bought gift 
cards for Walmart and HEB, 
which are used for various 
programs and projects. 

Some of our members 
helped with the BookCellar 
Back-to-School Sale. We 
worked hard and had a great 
time. 

Pat Bjornson 

Encino 

Encino Friends enjoyed 
supporting lots of fun Summer 
programming for all ages! One 
of the biggest attendance pro-
grams of the Summer, with 
more than 200 patrons attend-
ing, was the Once in a Wild 
program. At this program, 
Once in a Wild brought several 
animals, lizards, and more for 
library patrons to interact with.  
Kids and adults loved petting 
the giant rabbit, guinea pigs, 
tortoises, and even got the 
chance to hold a blue-tongued 
skink!  

Friends supported program-
ming for older adults by spon-
soring 4 Blondes Mahjong to 
do a series of three lessons on 
how to play American mah-

jong. The registrations for 
these sessions filled up quickly 
and were well attended. This 
will segue into a series of on-
going mahjong open play pro-
grams/sessions at Encino. The 
open play sessions will start on 
August 26 and will be every 
other Tuesday from 1 to 3. 

Friends of Encino recently 
represented the library at the 
Encino Park Elementary Meet 
the Teacher night on August 8. 
Friends Glenna Seyfer, Liana 
Benavides, and Barbara 
Morrow greeted more than 
100 families, and distributed 
information about the library 
(see photo on p 2.) 

The Friends of Encino semi-
annual book sale is planned for 
Saturday, Oct. 11, 10–3. 

Ann Laird 

Forest Hills 

Making Connections: Sol-
dering Fun at Forest Hills 

On July 12, San Antonio 
Circuit Makers hosted a hands-
on soldering workshop at For-
est Hills, welcoming curious 
minds of all ages to explore the 
exciting world of circuitry. 

Participants got to roll up 
their sleeves and create their 
own flashing beetles, robot 
keychains, and flashlights, 
taking home not just fun gadg-
ets, but a new set of skills. 
First-time solderers and return-
ing makers alike brought their 
projects to life. 

San Antonio Circuit Mak-
ers, founded by Forest Hills 
Friends Secretary Esme Neu-
mann and her husband An-
drew Neumann, are dedicated 
to making electronics educa-
tion accessible and engaging 
for everyone. 

Thanks to all who joined us. 
It was a fun and electrifying 
day of learning! 

Esme Newmann 

Great Northwest 

On July 2, the Great North-
west Library hosted Happy 
Tails, a Special Summer 
Presentation for Summer with 
SAPL. Children were delighted 
to see and learn about so many 
exotic animals, including a 
wallaby, a snake, and a bearded 
dragon. They were even able to 

pet some of the animals at the 
end of the presentation. 

The Great Northwest  
Library hosted the Special 
Summer Performance Illusions 
by Blake for Summer with 
SAPL on June 18. Blake the 
Magician entertained children 
and their grownups with amaz-
ing tricks using scarves, cards, 
and Harry Potter’s glasses. The 
magic show was a huge suc-
cess and left many of the chil-
dren and parents amazed. 

Monique Cogburn 

Las Palmas 

The City’s Department of 
Arts & Culture held a “Concept 
Design Review” public meet-
ing at Memorial Library on 
Aug. 8, an opportunity for the 
community to provide any 
input regarding the developing 
Las Palmas Library art project. 
The artist, Adriana Garcia, 
graciously entertained com-
ments, questions, and ideas 
about her work proposal.  
Attending the meeting were 
District 5 Library Board Trus-
tee Mary Ann Hernandez; 
FOSAPL President Liz Alves 
Presley; and Las Palmas 
Friends: Linda Arronge, 
Melissa Lovett, Velma Peña, 
Robert Ramirez, and Delia 
Ramirez Trimble. Las Palmas 
Library Manager Lily  
Treviño, also attended. At the 
July Meet and Greet for the 
artist, Ms. Garcia was wel-
comed as a Friend of the Las 
Palmas Library. 

Our Friends are making 
final plans to participate in a 
neighborhood National Night 
Out event in October. 

Delia Ramirez Trimble 

McCreless 

President Cammie Brant-
ley, Vice-President Mary Al-
berti, Secretary Jill Zimmer-
man, Marilyn Nowlin, Lucy 
E. Duncan, Jeanette Curby, 
and Julia Briggs attended the 
McCreless Friends August 
business meeting. Cammie 
distributed the Treasurer’s 
report showing that as of July 
25, we have a balance of 
$1841.41. She remarked that, 
this time last year, we had 
pretty much the same amount 
in our account, indicating that 

we are balancing our income 
and expenditures well. Income 
from the book sale, Book 
Nook, and donations, includ-
ing donations from the Plant 
Swap held with the book sale, 
provide sufficient income to 
meet library funding requests. 
Our Book Nook has consist-
ently been bringing in $70-
$100 monthly to our account 
so the plan to host only one 
book sale a year will work 
well. Cammie and Mary will 
pick up donated DVDs from 
the BookCellar as needed to 
keep the Book Nook well 
stocked. Our local community 
has been generous by paying 
more than the suggested  
prices, so it is not deemed nec-
essary to raise our Book Nook 
prices at this time. We may do 
pop-up cart sales at library 
events in order to add a little 
money to our account, and also 
to make library users more 
aware of The Friends of the 
San Antonio Public Library.  

Our members were out and 
about this summer. Friends 
Mary Alberti and Marilyn 
Nowlin attended interesting 
McCreless programs such as 
Coffee, Crosswords, and 
Chisme, The Mayhem Book 
Club, and Marilyn attended a 
program on how to make your 
own dog food from turkey! 
Cammie showed up at the li-
brary with requested supplies 
such as candy for Movie 
Nights and ice cream and the 
fixings for ice cream sundaes 
surprising the staff during a 
Development Day lunch break. 
It provided the necessary sugar 
boost to give extra value to the 
training session. Friends Mary 
Alberti and Lucy Duncan 
attended the BookCellar’s 
Back-to-School Book Sale on 
Aug. 9! Also attending were 
Jill Zimmerman and Cammie 
Brantley. 

McCreless Friends will be 
hosting the next FOSAPL 
Board meeting on Sept. 28, 
and Mary Alberti will have a 
special gift for Board members 
in attendance. The next 
McCreless Friends business 
meeting is scheduled for  
Nov. 10 at 6 in the library’s 
meeting room. See you there! 

Jill Zimmerman 

Branch 
Leaves 

 

News from 
Branch Libraries 

Branch Leaves cont on p 5. 
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Branch Leaves, from p 4 

Semmes 

Mark your calendars, 
Friends—Semmes Branch will 
hold its annual book sale the 
weekend of Nov. 14 &15. The 
Friends Preview Sale will be 
from 4–5:30 Friday, Nov. 14, 
and the sale to the public will 
be Saturday the 15th starting at 
10. We have lots of great  
donations to offer. You won’t 
want to miss this sale! 

Patience is a virtue . . . and 
as a neighbor, who offered 
encouragement when my yard 
and house were torn up for 
foundation work, said, “Keep 
your eye on the prize!” We 
Semmes Friends, are eagerly 
awaiting completion of the 
construction work on the out-
side back patio. The repairs 
have been tedious but we are 
hopeful that all work will be 
finished and the patio back in 
use by November when we 

look forward to celebrating 
Semmes’ 20 years of opera-
tion! By then we are looking 
forward also to the installation 
of the outdoor musical instru-
ments Friends will have helped 
purchase. The Fall truly will 
be a great time of thanksgiv-
ing! In the interim, do swing 
by, see the progress on the 
patio work and whet your  
appetite for the book sale by 
perusing our book carts’ offer-
ings as just a small sampling 
of what awaits you during the 
annual sale. 

Christie Smith 

Thousand Oaks 

School’s begun, and both 
teachers and students are suf-
fering with getting back in 
professional mode. Well, may-
be the students not so much . . . 
Our group is also returning to 
our monthly meeting this 
month after a brief break. As I 

went back and forth to the  
library the past two months, I 
saw patrons of all ages doing 
business throughout the build-
ing. Both the staff and building 
itself are available if one needs 
some help or is looking for a 
good read. 

Our little Book Nook, 
which we were able to expand 
to second book shelves, has 
proved to be a popular stop for 
many folks. Betty Walters 
and Fay Williamson have 
been busy restocking the 
shelves with a nice variety of 
books, puzzles, and DVDs. 
Maybe not all patrons are 
glued to the cell phone and its 
offerings as reported by the 
press. We will begin to get 
serious now to prepare for the 
annual Book Sale we are spon-
soring this year on Saturday, 
Nov. 22. Stay cool! 

Janet Latiolais 

Tobin 

In September and October 
Tobin Librarians will be  
focused on back to school.  
Every Monday, Connie Hejl, 
Teen Services Librarian, will be 
hosting Movie Mondays in the 
Teen Room at 4:00, and every 
Tuesday, Children’s Librarians 
Lisa Ramirez and LC Keefe 
will be having After-School-
Zone for the Garner students at 
3:45. Supplies like crafts and 
snacks for these events will be 
purchased with Friends’ fund-
ing. Connie and part time  
Library Assistant Sabrina  
Longoria are working on an all
-ages Halloween event.  

On Sept. 20, Tobin Library 
will be hosting the final tea to 
celebrate the finale of 
“Downton Abbey.” Wear your 
finest to celebrate Lord and 
Lady Grantham!  

Alethea Bugg  

The BookCellar and the Friends of the 
San Antonio Public Library (FOSAPL) 
extend our heartfelt thanks to every vol-
unteer who made our 2025 Summer Book 
Sale such a success. Your dedication and 
enthusiasm turned the event into more 
than just a sale—it became a celebration 
of community, literacy, and collaboration. 

Thanks to your efforts, we sold a sig-
nificant amount of overstock, making 
room for fresh inventory while raising 
funds for the library system. Beyond the 
sales, the event introduced many first-
time visitors to The BookCellar and 
FOSAPL, building awareness of our mis-
sion to support the San Antonio Public 
Library. 

We also thank the library staff for their 
partnership in hosting the event at the Cen-
tral Library auditorium. Your assistance 
and commitment to public service helped 
create a welcoming, well-organized atmos-
phere. We look forward to collaborating 
on more events that connect our communi-
ty with books, resources, and opportunities 
to learn. 

September/October Special Sales 

• Religion/Metaphysics 

• Music 

• Anime & Graphic Novels 

• Art 

• World History 
 

Support the BookCellar Year-
Round 

Available in-store. Every purchase 
benefits our mission. 

• Our custom BookCellar coffee mug–
$15 

• San Antonio Public Library mug–$20 
 

Join Our Volunteer Team 

We’re always looking for more book-
loving volunteers! If you’d like to help 
with events, sales, or day-to-day store 
operations, contact us at: 

• 210-227-9519 

• bookcellar1@gmail.com 
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Thank You for Making the  
Summer Book Sale a Success! 

Ben Durocher 

San Antonio 
African 
American 
Book Festival 

Calling All Authors! 

The San Antonio African Ameri-
can Book Festival (SAAABF) is held  
every year, on the last Saturday of 
Black History Month at Second Baptist 
Community Center right next door to 
the historic G.W. Carver Branch  
Library in San Antonio, Texas.  

This Annual Black History Month 
event was created to celebrate the Power 
of Black Literature, reinforce the fact 
that Representation Matters and to 
proudly Encourage Black Economics. 

The 7th Annual San Antonio African 
American Book Festival will be held 
on Saturday February 28, 2026. The 
event is actively promoted and mar-
keted and is currently one of the largest 
African American Book Festivals in 
South Texas. We have hosted hundreds 
of Authors throughout the United States 
and thousands of attendees over the 
past six years. 

For more information about the San 
Antonio African American Book Festi-
val, visit our website. 

mailto:bookcellar1@gmail.com
https://saaabookfestival.mailchimpsites.com/
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Do You Need Friends 
Membership Envelopes 
for your Library Branch? 

 

Please contact the BookCellar (210-227-
9519) for additional Friends Membership 
envelopes. 

Stop by the BookCellar to get the enve-
lopes. Maybe look around and see if you 
might find a book or more.  

September Is Library 
Card Sign-up Month 

 

Take time to stop by and sign-up or update 
your SAPL Library Card 

It will only take a few minutes to do this 
and the library staff will be happy to help. 

Soldering Classes at Forest Hills 

San Antonio Circuit Makers hosted a hands-on soldering workshop at Forest Hills Branch Library, welcoming curious minds of all 
ages to explore the exciting world of circuitry. Participants got to roll up their sleeves and create their own flashing beetles, robot 
keychains, and flashlights, taking home not just fun gadgets, but a new set of skills. First-time solderers and returning makers alike 
brought their projects to life.  

FOSAPL buttons made by Mary Alberti 

Carver Branch  
Library Services 
Move to Denver 
Heights During  
Renovation 

The Carver Library is closed 
for a $12.8 million project 

The San Antonio Public  
Library (SAPL) has opened the 
Denver Heights Community Cen-
ter, 300 Porter St., for interim 
service to Carver Branch Library 
patrons. The Carver Branch  
Library, 3350 E Commerce St., 
closed for renovations starting on 
August 11, 2025. The renovation 
project is expected to last approxi-
mately 20 months. 

RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 

 

Send your renewal in an enve-
lope with a check made out to 
Friends of the San Antonio Public 
Library or renew online at https://
form.jotform.com/73634777584169 
to renew using PayPal or your cred-
it card. Join today and bring your 
family, friends, and neighbors! 

https://form.jotform.com/friendsofsapl/fosapl-arts--letters-awards-form
https://form.jotform.com/friendsofsapl/fosapl-arts--letters-awards-form
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McCreless Friends 
Activities 

Coffee, crosswords and chisme at 
McCreless McCreless Plant Swap 

Friends Mary Alberti and 
Marilyn Nowlin attended 
interesting McCreless programs 
such as Coffee, Crosswords, and 
Chisme, Friends Mary Alberti and 
Lucy Duncan attended the 
BookCellar’s Back-to-School Book 
Sale on August 9!  

McCreless Book Sale 

Lucy Duncan and Mary Alberti loaded up at 
the BookCellar’s Back-to-School Book Sale.. 

T-shirts sold at McCreless book sale 

Las Palmas Meet & Greet 

At the July Meet and 
Greet for the artist, 
Adriana Garcia was 
welcomed as a Friend of 
the Las Palmas Library.  
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CALENDAR OF BOOK SALES & SPECIAL EVENTS 
Because dates and times change occasionally, please call to verify information. 

 

Sept. 6 San Pedro Library 95th Anniversary Event – 10:30 

Sept. 6 Encino Friends Meeting – 1 

Sept. 22 Friends of Forest Hills Library – 4–5:30  

Sept. 28 FOSAPL Board Meeting, McCreless Library – 2 

Oct. 1 Encino Book Sale – 10–3 

Nov. 10 McCreless Friends Meeting – 6 

Nov. 14 Semmes Friends Preview Book Sale, 4–5:30  

Nov. 15 Brook Hollow Book Sale, 10–4 

Nov. 15 Semmes Friends Annual Book Sale, 10–4 

Nov. 16 Arts & Letters Awards Ceremony at Mission Branch Library. 

Nov. 22 Thousand Oaks Book Sale 

Nov. 23 FOSAPL Board Meeting – Thousand Oaks Library – 2 
 

Note: Each branch Friends group has a designated representative to the Board. However, these Board 
meetings are open to the general membership. All members are invited and encouraged to attend. 

Brook Hollow Library 
530 Heimer Road, 78232 
210-207-9030  

Encino Library 
2515 East Evans Road 
210-207-9250 

Forest Hills Library 
5245 Ingram Rd., 78228 
210-207-9230  

McCreless Library 
1023 Ada Street, 78223 
210-207-9170  

Mission Library 
3134 Roosevelt Ave, 78214 
210-207-2704 

San Pedro Library 
1315 San Pedro, 78212 
210-207-9050  

Semmes Library 
15060 Judson Rd., 78247 
210-207-9110 

Thousand Oaks Library 
4618 Thousand Oaks, 78233 
210-207-9190  


