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From the President 
 

Dear Friends, 
Happy New Year! I hope 

the past holiday season was 
filled with joy and happi-
ness for you and your loved 
ones and that you were able 
to spend time together.  

It seems like just yesterday when we  
welcomed in 2022 brimming with excitement 
as to what the year would bring. It certainly 
didn’t disappoint us, both in successes and 
challenges. 

This past spring, the Friends turned out in 
force to advocate for the passage of several 
bond proposals to expand and improve our  
library system. Our members eloquently and 
persuasively presented compelling reasons for 
these proposals and how they would impact 
our citizens. With such widespread support, 
the proposals easily passed. 

The BookCellar had a fantastic year under 
its new leader Pearl Banks. Our patrons con-
tinue to brave both the street construction and 
the ongoing renovations at Central Library to 
shop at the BookCellar. Financially, the 
BookCellar hasn’t returned to pre-COVID 
sales, but the team is doing an outstanding 
job being open only three days a week. The 
volunteers at the BookCellar are also playing 
a key role in our online sales as they help 
Iliana Poor with the inventory. Our online 
program has grown by leaps and bounds in 
just over a year. 

The Arts & Letters Awards celebrated its 
50th anniversary this past fall as it recognized 
another group of talented San Antonians and 
their contributions to our community. Thanks 
to Kim Cauthon and her amazing committee 
for expanding the awards to recognize the tal-
ent of our youth with the Rising Star category. 

This year, the Friends and the Library leader-
ship will be working with Martin Gomez, a 
leading library consultant, to strengthen our 
partnership by identifying areas for improve-
ment and growth. This consultancy will  
involve meeting with Friends’ leadership, 
library staff, and several Friends’ branches. 

Thank you for your time and dedication to 
your library and the Friends. 

John Costello 
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Nominating Committee Report for  

January 2023 
 

Submitted by Pat Mendiola, Nominating Committee member 
 

Election of the Friends of the San Antonio Public Library Officers and Board 
of Directors will be held at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 29, 2023, 
at 2 p.m. in the Central Library Auditorium, 600 Soledad 78205, 1st Floor. 
The floor will be open for additional nominations. You must have the prior ap-
proval of any additional person you wish to nominate. Memberships need to be in 
good standing for all board members and officers up for election and all members 
who wish to vote at the annual meeting.  

 

Standing for election to the  
2023–2025 term are:  

 

President, John Costello 
Vice-President, Nancy Gandara 
Treasurer, Barbara Morrow 
Board positions 

Cammie Brantley 
Monica Brite 
Kim Cauthon 
Barbara Chavez 
Linda Cheatum 
Sarah Gutiérrez 
Tony Moore 
Armando Santiago 
Deborah Siller-Cruz 

 

On behalf of the whole FOSAPL membership, the Nominating Committee 
would like to thank Elena Brickman and Don Castellano-Hoyt, Board members 
who have served the organization well but declined to stand for re-election.  

Respectfully submitted by members of the Nominating Committee Liz Alves, 
Beth Graham, Pat Mendiola, Delia Trimble, and Terry Ybáñez. 

*Karin Pedersen was previously elected to fill the unfinished term of former Sec-
retary Liz Alves, who moved out of town. She was elected to a full term in 2021. 

Current board members in the 
middle of the 2022–2024 term are:  

 

Secretary, Karin Pedersen* 
Paula Allen 
Marcie Anguiano 
Kathy Bee 
Julia Castellano-Hoyt 
Katie Ferrier 
Teresa Kilmer 
Pat Mendiola 
Edward Moreno 
Napoleon (Eddie) Patino 
Ann Springer 
Betty Walters 

http://www.friendsofsapl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FOSAPL/


Arts and Letters  

Celebrated 50 Years of 

Awards 

Kim Cauthon 

The Arts and Letters Awards reception and cer-
emony was held November 13 at the beautiful 
Mission Library. The emcee was Andrea Vocab 
Sanderson, poet laureate of San Antonio, who 
impressed the audience again this year with her 
charisma and poetry. Executive Assistant to the 
Library Director Jessica Zurita and District 3 
Councilwoman Phyllis Viagran, provided inspir-
ing opening remarks.  

Four of the awardees were present and provided 
remarks: Matthew Martini, Rising Star; Ashley 
Mireles, Art Education; Susan Toomey Frost, Leg-
acy; and Chibbi Orduna, Artistic Merit. They were 
a fantastic group of winners and a great joy to listen 
to. Jenny Lawson, Artistic Merit, was not present 
but her remarks were presented by the emcee.  
Approximately 50 people were in attendance. 

Each artist received a beautiful award, yard 
sign, a packet of book marks commemorating the 
event, and a poster of their artistry that was dis-
played during the ceremony.  

Thank you to the donors for making this possi-
ble: Missions Craft Chandlery, Edith Frost, 
Lucie Frost and Richard Kruegler, Medical 
Center Podiatry, HEB, Barbara Morrow, and 
Beth Graham.  

Thank you to the committee members: John 
Costello, Beth Graham, Beth Lowell, Emerson 
Stuckart, Marcie Anguiano, and Anne Hohen-
berger. A special thank you to the Mission Branch 
Library Manager Oscar Gonzalez. 

More information from the ceremony can be 
found at the FOSAPL website: http://
www.friendsofsapl.org/arts--letters-awards.html. 

Greetings Friends, 
     The beginning of a new 
year always brings fresh op-
portunities and hopeful antici-
pation of what’s to come. If 
you’re working on self-
improvement in the new year, 
I invite you visit the Library to 
find a resource that can help 
you achieve your goals. With 

this hopefulness in mind, I’m happy to share 
some exciting San Antonio Public Library 
news with you. 

First, I’m thrilled to inform you SAPL  
received a 94% customer satisfaction rating as 
part of the City of San Antonio’s customer 
satisfaction survey conducted last year. The 
94% rating ranks the Library first, tied with 
the Fire Department, among City departments. 
This rating is also best among peer libraries 
throughout the state of Texas, and significant-
ly higher than the national standard. This suc-
cess is a testament to the dedication of our 
staff and volunteers who tirelessly support 
SAPL efforts and continuously raise aware-
ness of the resources available throughout our 
library system. Thank you for your contribu-
tion to this accomplishment. 

I’m also happy to highlight the reopening of 
our Westfall Branch Library in November. 
Westfall celebrated its highly anticipated re-
opening with a weeklong celebration. We’re 
also looking forward to the reopening of the 
Memorial Branch Library in January/
February. The Memorial Branch has under-
gone extensive renovations and has been 
closed for an extended period. We can’t wait 
to show the community the changes made to 
their beloved library. Though this project has 
taken much longer than anticipated, the reno-
vations will be worth the wait. 

As we look toward the future, it’s important 
to remember our past. Throughout the month 
of January, SAPL is honoring and remember-
ing victims and survivors of the Holocaust 
with the 11th annual The Holocaust: Learn & 
Remember series from January 2–29. This 
year’s theme, “Censorship,” will focus on how 
the Nazi regime used a variety of censorship 
tactics to restrict information accessible to 
individuals persecuted during the Holocaust. 
For more information on the exhibit and other 
related programs, visit mysapl.org/holocaust. 

I want to express my continued thanks to 
each of you for your dedication to the San 
Antonio Public Library. I appreciate you for 
your contributions to the Library and our com-
munity. This new year promises to bring won-
derful opportunities, filled with Information, 
Imagination, and Ideas. 

Respectfully, 
Ramiro S. Salazar  

From the Library Director 
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Time to Renew Your 

“Friend”ship 

Corie Taylor 

     Thank you to the 

Friends who have  

renewed their member-

“friend”-ship! 

     If you have not 

renewed yet, please 

mail your renewal in 

an envelope with your payment or pay online 

via QR code or this link: 

https:// form.jotform.com/friendsofsapl/fosapl

-membership to renew using PayPal or your 

The Friends, 

inaugurated 

March 23, 

1964, pro-

mote public use of the San 

Antonio Public Library and 

appreciation of its value as 

a cultural and educational 

asset to the community and 

encourage the extension and 

improvement of its services. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

John Costello  .................. President 

Nancy Gandara  ..... Vice President 

Karin Pedersen  ............. Secretary 

Barbara Morrow  ............ Treasurer 

Beth Graham ................. Immediate 

     Past Pres 

MEMBERSHIP  

SECRETARY…… ...... Corie Taylor 

BOARD MEMBERS 

2021–2023 Term: 

Elena Brickman • Monica Brite •  

Don Castellano-Hoyt • Kim  

Cauthon • Barbara Chavez • Linda 

Cheatum • Tony Moore • Ann 

Springer • Betty Walters • Jill  

Zimmerman 

2022–2024 Term: 

Paula Allen • Marcie Anguiano • 

Kathy Bee • Julia Castellano-

Hoyt • Katie Ferrier • Teresa 

Kilmer • Pat Mendiola • Edward 

Moreno • Napoleon “Eddie” Patino 

 

SAPLINGS 

Managing Editor …..Alana Woods 

Newsletter is published every two 

months and can also be seen at 

www.friendsofsapl.org. 

Deadlines for submitting articles 

and photos are February 5,  

April 5, June 5, August 5, October 

5, and December 5.  

Submittals should be a simple text 

or a Word file with photos as large 

as possible emailed to  

saplingseditor@gmail.com.  

Article contributions for the  

newsletter are always welcome! 

http://www.friendsofsapl.org/arts--letters-awards.html
http://www.friendsofsapl.org/arts--letters-awards.html
mysapl.org/holocaust
http://form.jotform.com/friendsofsapl/fosapl-membership
http://form.jotform.com/friendsofsapl/fosapl-membership
http://www.friendsofsapl.org
mailto:saplingseditor@gmail.com


Sunday, November 22, 2022 | Bazan Library   
Submitted by Karin Pedersen 

Call to Order:  President 
John Costello called the meet-
ing to order at 2:02 p.m. 

Roll Call:  Karin Pedersen, 
Secretary, noted a quorum was 
present. 

Members in Attendance: 
Ann Springer, Barbara 
Chavez, Jill Zimmerman, 
Kathy Bee, Kim Cauthon, 
Linda Cheatum, Eddie  
Patino, Elena Brickman, Pat 
Mendiola, Tony Moore, 
Cammie Brantley, Jessica 
Zurita, Josie Martinez, 
Eiginio Rodriguez, Mary 
Alonzo, Gloria Reyes, and 
Leticia Sanchez 

Approval of Minutes as 
printed in SAPLings Novem-
ber/December 2022 issue was 
passed with no edits.  

President’s Report:  Pre-
sented by John Costello. John 
discussed past meetings with 
the Board of Trustees, the Arts 
& Letters, and the continuation 
of efforts to expand the rela-
tionship between the library 
staff and FOSAPL.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Pre-
sented by Barbara Morrow. 
We currently have 
$121,466.59 available for the 
Big Friends. The September 1 
to October 31 income was 
$20,465.03. 

Liaison Reports 
Board of Trustees:  Pre-

sented by Josie Martinez. 
There are new representatives 
for District 10 and District 5. 
Congratulations from John to 
Josie on being appointed 
SAPL Board of Trustee Liai-
son to FOSAPL. 

Library Administration:  
Presented by Jessica Zurita on 
behalf of Ramiro Salazar: 
Westfall will reopen Nov. 29 
with an open house celebration 
to include activities throughout 
day/week. The city conducts a 
customer satisfaction survey, 
usually every two years, and 
this was the first after the pan-
demic. The Library tied for 
first in the city for Customer 

Satisfaction with Fire/EMS. 
Our staff are ROCK STARS! 

BookCellar and Online 
Sales:  Presented by Pearl 
Banks and Iliana Poor. 

Pearl reported that the 
BookCellar will be open the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving 
with extended Christmas holi-
day hours. 24 volunteers cur-
rently. Iliana reported online 
sales are steady. Shipping 
costs have gone up due to holi-
days and that she is working 
on work around. Volunteers 
are helping with sorting.  

Membership:  Presented by 
John Costello on behalf of 
Corie Taylor. Membership 
renewal letters will go out in a 
week or so. 

Committee Reports 

Arts & Letters Awards:  
Presented by Kim Cauthon, 
Chair. The event had 50  
attendees and was held at the 
Mission Library. Thank you to 
the following volunteers and 
committee members: John 
Costello (food, wine, flowers, 
server), Beth Graham (press 
release, communication, and 
bookmarks), Beth Lowell 
(creator of bookmarks, Power-
Point, yard signs), Emerson 
Stuckart (cupcakes and deco-
rations), Marcie Anguiano 
(yard signs and print art), and 
Anne Hohenberger 
(donations and awards). Spe-
cial thank you to Mission  
Library manager Oscar Gon-
zalez (assistance with set up 
and take down and books from 
the award winners). Thank you 
to the donors, Missions Craft 
Chandlery, Edith Frost, Lucie 
Frost and Richard Kruegler, 
Medical Center Podiatry, 
HEB, Barbara Morrow, and 
Beth Graham.  

2023 Budget Committee: 
Presented by Chair Nancy Gan-
dara. Committee members in-
cluded Glenna Seyfer, Barbara 
Morrow and Linda Cheatum. 
Eddie Patino was unable to 

attend, but his willingness to 
assist was appreciated.  

2023 Nominating Commit-
tee:  The proposed slate of 
board members and officers 
for 2023–2025 will be printed 
in the Jan–Feb 2023 issue of 
SAPLings. 

Old Business 

None. 

New Business 

Approval of 2023 Budget:  
Reviewed by Nancy Gandara. 
Kim Cauthon moved approv-
al as presented, Elena Brick-
man seconded the motion; 
none opposed. A transfer from 
savings ($17,500) will be 
made, and $40,000 is author-
ized as a donation to SAPL for 
support of programs, market-
ing, and staff development.  

Approval of the reactiva-
tion of the Friends of the 
Johnston Branch By-laws:  
Moved by Eddie Patino and 
seconded by Elena Brickman. 
Nancy Gandara noted that the 
group had elected officers and 
approved the bylaws that were 
proposed for approval by the 
FOSAPL Board. Reactivation 
of the group was approved.  

Approval of funds for 
branches without an active 
Friends group at present, but 
with a fund balance:  

Collins Garden: Nancy 
Gandara motioned approval 
of $647.71. Kim Cauthon 
seconded. All approved.  

Texana:  $477 motion by 
Nancy Gandara. Kim Cau-
thon seconded. All approved.  

Announcements 

Annual Meeting:  January 
29, Central Library at 2 p.m. 

Wall of Warmth – Pat 
Mendiola and Jessica Zurita 
discussed – accept donations 
of warm clothing items, hung 
up: give what you can, take 
what you need. 

Eiginio Rodriguez 
(Memorial President Friends) 
gave credit to library staff for 
bringing in speakers for re-
opening. Memorial HS: in 
honor of 45 kids KIA in Viet-
nam: big plans for ceremony. 

John echoed how incredible 
library staff is. 

Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned 
at 3:13 p.m. 
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Photos from the Arts & Letters 

Awards Ceremony 

John Costello 
with Ashley 
Mireles,  
M.R. “Chibbi” 
Orduña,  
Matthew 
Martini,  and 
Susan 
Toomey Frost 



 

 

Brook Hollow 

Our November mini book 
sale was not so “mini” after 
all! The very rainy day did not 
keep book lovers from coming 
to the sale and spending almost 
$1,500! Twenty-two of our 
members helped with the sale, 
which is almost a third of our 
membership. A big THANK 
YOU to all of them! 

We will probably have  
another mini book sale around 
the end of February if the 
Brook Hollow branch is still 
not closed for repairs.  

We plan to have a Staff  
Appreciation Dinner Thursday, 
Feb. 23. This will be a good 
time for staff and Friends to 
get to get to know each other. 
A place for the dinner is yet to 
be determined. 

At our December meeting, 
we voted to buy a new rug for 
the children’s area as well as a 
little rocking “boat” and six 
stools of varying sizes. Our 
new book sale shelving unit 
and the digital monitor display 
for the children’s area should 
be here before long. 

Our next meeting will be 
Saturday, Mar. 4, 2023, in the 
meeting room at Brook Hollow. 

Pat Bjornson 

Carver 

The Friends of Carver  
Library are proud to present 
the 4th Annual San Antonio 
African-American Book Festi-
val to be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 2023, at Second Bap-
tist Community Center (3310 
E. Commerce) and Carver  
Library (3350 E. Commerce). 
This annual Black History 
Month event was created to 
reinforce the fact that repre-
sentation matters, to highlight 
the power of Black literature 
and to encourage Black eco-
nomics. 

If your business or organi-
zation is interested in being an 
official sponsor, please click 
here or email us for more  
details. The Friends of Carver 
Library are requesting spon-
sorships from the businesses 
and organizations in the Black 
community to help us with the 
financial obligations associated 
with hosting this event for our 
community. 

Our affordable Sponsorship 
Packages start at $75 and are a 
great way to promote your busi-
ness or organization through-
out OUR COMMUNITY. We 
absolutely appreciate your  
support. 

If you are interested in vol-
unteering, please email Event 
Organizer Monica Brite at 
saaabookfest@gmail.com. We 
need volunteers to assist with 
setup/breakdown of event and 
greeting guests at Carver  
Library/Second Baptist Com-
munity Center. 

Monica Brite 

Encino 

In Nov. 2022, the Encino 
Friends supported four pro-
grams with gift card purchases 
and two ongoing programs 
with materials purchased via 
Friends funds: Tween Creative 
Time, Jarcuterie Cup Program 
for Adults, Quick and Cozy 
Scarves Adult Program, Teen 
Time, Sensory Family Play-
date on the Playground. 

Dec. 2022, the Encino 
Friends supported six pro-
grams with gift card purchases: 
Holly Jolly Fest, Jarcuterie 
Cup Program for Adults, Holi-
day Cookie Decorating, Pour 
Paint Christmas Ornaments, 
Mini Snowman Painting Can-
vases, and Teen Time. 

Jan. 2023, the Encino 
Friends will support three pro-
grams with gift card purchases 
and one program with a pur-
chase from Friends funds: 
Tween Maker Space, Alcohol 
Ink Class, Paint @ Encino, and 
the Sensory Storytime. 

Reminder, it is time to renew 
your memberships. Be sure to 
designate Encino as your pre-
ferred Friend’s group. 

New officers will be installed 
at the next meeting of the  
Encino Friends, which will be 
held in-person on Sunday, Jan. 
8, at 3:00, at the Encino 
Branch Library. Attendance is 
encouraged. 

Barbara Morrow 

Johnston 

Bring your ideas and energy 
when you join the NEW 
Friends of the Johnston 
Branch! Meet President Kay 
Wilson, V.P. Cris Durham, 
Treasurer Janet Cortez-
Nichols, Secretary Rene De-
Sade Salazar and other 
Friends at the next meeting:  
Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023, at 
10:15 a.m. 

Nancy Gandara 

Las Palmas 

Just about one year ago, we 
reported that the starting date 
for the Las Palmas Library 
renovation had slipped to May/
June 2022. The projected date 
now is Spring 2023. Since the 
Library is still open, we took 
the opportunity to hold another 
fundraiser, a Holiday Market, 
in December. Plus, as a Holi-
day Special, folks could have a 
Las Palmas Friends book bag/
tote plus any five books from 
our Book Cart for a nominal 
donation. Donated items from 
our Friends and Library staff 
made this overall project a 
success. 

Friends provided snacks/
supplies for some of the 
“Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” 
and “Frosty’s Winter Wonder-
land” events at the Library that 
included movies, activities, 
and crafts for all ages. We also 
hosted a Staff Appreciation 
luncheon Dec. 19 and present-
ed each staff member with a 
holiday gift. 

We anticipate that a public 
meeting will be scheduled at 
the Las Palmas Library in the 
next few months to let the 
community know about the 
proposed dates for the renova-
tion project. 

Delia Ramirez Trimble 

McCreless 

Election results are in, and 
the newly elected officers for 
the Friends of McCreless  
Library in 2023 are:   
Cammie Brantley–President, 
Mary Alberti–Vice President, 
Bernadette Navarro–
Treasurer, and Jill Zimmer-
man–Secretary.  

The new McCreless Assis-
tant Manager Vicky Villa-
lobos attended the meeting and 
will be our new liaison with 
the library. We look forward to 
working with Vicky in 2023! 

A library staff member and 
her sister attended the meeting 
to learn more about the Friends 
group. Apparently, they liked 
what they heard because they 
joined as members, along with 
a membership for their mother! 

Prior to the elections, new 
members and guests wanted to 
discuss the responsibilities of 
the officers and recruitment 
ideas for new members. It was 
a lively discussion that brought 
in new ideas for staffing a 
Friends table at library services 
outreach activities. This and 
other ideas will be explored in 
2023. Our budget is healthy, 
and our community members 
have expressed wanting book 
sales and plant swaps. We only 
had a few members in attend-
ance, but it was an energetic 
gathering and 2023 feels like 
new beginnings. 

Our next meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 9, 2023, 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Jill Zimmerman   

Parman 

The Friends of Parman  
Library Used Book Sale went 
off with a bang in November! 
We are incredibly grateful for 
the quality and quantity of 
donations we receive! Leslie 
Cavill-Burns does a tremen-
dous job sorting and organiz-
ing donations, which makes 
setting up a large sale like this 
a breeze. Big thanks to Anna 
Grobelna, Ally Hamner, 
Corie Taylor, Veronica Yau, 
Vickie Kychakoff, and our 
many teen volunteers for their 
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Branch 

Leaves 
 

News from 
Branch Libraries 

Branch Leaves cont on p 5. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c8ac2136dc8bdb208f637ec2&id=728d14c086&e=5c641e63a9
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https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c8ac2136dc8bdb208f637ec2&id=728d14c086&e=5c641e63a9
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c8ac2136dc8bdb208f637ec2&id=908f183a11&e=5c641e63a9
mailto:carverfriends@gmail.com?subject=Sponsor%20-%20SAAABF
mailto:saaabookfest@gmail.com?subject=Interested%20Volunteer
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invaluable help in making 
the day a success. 

We celebrated the Parman 
staff in December and con-
tinue to have cart sales in 
addition to our Book Nook. 

Corie Taylor 

Schaefer 

The Friends of the 
Schaefer Branch Library had 
a wonderful year in 2022. It 
was hard to believe that the 
library marked five years in 
the community. The year was 
filled with a great 5th Anni-
versary Celebration, commu-
nity programs, Summer Read-
ing Program that doubled in 
attendance, activities for the 
children and tweens, book 
club along with other events. 
Our Friends group plans to be 
more involved in getting new 
members and doing more in 
the library next year. Our 
Friends are always looking for 
new projects so that we can 
keep getting items for our 
library. We also increased our 
Book Cart sales and that has 
been going very well. 

On Dec. 20, the Friends 
provided refreshments for the 
library staff brunch event. 

We are excited to start the 
New Year with new ideas 
and let the community know 
2023 will be another busy 
year at our library. 

Wishing each of you a 
wonderful New Year. 

Elizabeth Alves 

Semmes 

It was a long time com-
ing—our Fall Book Sale. 
Donations have been slower 
than pre-pandemic, but the 
volume accumulated by late 
September was suitable not 
only in quantity but also 
quality. Our last book sale of 
2022 was held the weekend 
before Thanksgiving and 
gave us much to be thankful 
for. Sales exceeded $3,600–
the best sale ever in recent 
history! We had many, many 
books of superior quality 
that permitted salable 

markup. Though we had 
raised our book prices to $2/
HB, $1/PB, we DID sell 
books! This sale was the first 
with our preview sale held 
Friday afternoon vs Friday 
morning so we would com-
ply with “24-hour sale” tax 
requirements allowing relief 
from sales tax charges.  
Despite the time change, the 
preview sale proceeds were 
in line with our historic earn-
ings. Our Book Cart sales 
throughout the year have 
been strong and steady, and 
we added a second cart sev-
eral months ago. Book dona-
tions have supported the 
second cart. The success of 
the sale and cart operations 
is due not only to the dona-
tions of material to sell, but 
also to the dedicated work of 
steady volunteer Friends 
who sort materials and are 
diligent about changing out 
the carts’ inventory. Moving 
books is demanding physical 
work! We are grateful for 
having use of the meeting 
room for the week leading 
up to the sale and youth vol-
unteers who assist with mov-
ing the inventory from the 
“book room” to the sale room. 
We are hopeful for more 
Friends to help with these 
endeavors including younger 
Friends with stronger, health-
ier physiques! 

We are looking forward to 
receiving the Library’s  
request for funds to support 
upcoming programming. In 
the interim, we spread some 
cheer to the staff with gift 
cards and a cookie and cider 
celebration the week before 
Christmas. HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! May it be filled with 
lots of good reads! 

Christie Smith 

Thousand Oaks 

Thousand Oaks Friends 
scheduled our Winter Book 
Sale in November this year 
instead of December. We had 
a good response from book 
vendors who were busy that 

day with several other 
FOSAPL sales. 

We really tried to promote 
new memberships during the 
sale and were pleased to sign 
up several potential members. 

We celebrated with THO 
staff when the Library had 
their Christmas party by giv-
ing gift cards to the employ-
ees as we have in the past. 

As always, we have offered 
our services to the children’s 
librarian and other staff mem-
bers for assistance with  
programs as post-COVID 
activities are ramping up. We 
are planning a Christmas 
luncheon after the holidays for 
Friends members. 

Pat Peak 

Tobin Library 

Friends of Tobin Library 
held a successful Pop-Up 
Book Sale on Dec. 10 in con-
junction with the Library’s 
Winter Wonderland program. 
The sale included some high-
quality items for great holi-
day gifts as well as lots of 
books for all ages and DVDs. 
Visitors could play with 
“snow” and go “ice fishing” 
at this special winter event. 
Thanks to Tobin Friends, hot 
cocoa and snacks were pro-
vided for all attending. 

Tobin Friends is glad that 
our branch’s weekly pro-
grams have grown and are 
happy to help support them. 
Some of the ongoing pro-
grams are Story Time, Come
-and-Go Crafts, Teen Hang-
out, and After-School Zone 
on Tuesday. After-School 
Hangout on Friday is geared 
for Middle School students 
and teens. Also, Read to a 
Dog is now twice a month for 
kids, and Sit-and-Stitch con-
tinues to be popular to a small 
group of adults. Tobin’s Writ-
ers Circle has re-emerged, 
meeting once a month. 

Tobin Library expects to 
host a variety of creative 
activities for Valentine’s 
Day including take-and-
make crafts for all ages. As 
always, our branch staff is 
busy helping patrons and 
coming up with creative  
ideas to bring more people 
into the Library. 

Alethea Bugg 

Branch Leaves, from p 4. Pearl Banks 

Iliana Poor 

Pearl Banks is the BookCellar 

manager. She had her knee replace-

ment surgery 

in Septem-

ber, and 

when she 

came back, 

she came 

back full 

force. She 

really takes 

care of our 

BookCellar team and keeps every-

one happy. Her ideas for the 

BookCellar are so uniquely crafted. 

She always has fun projects and 

displays set up waiting for custom-

ers. Her generosity and dedication to 

the team is what makes her such a 

great manager and all-around beau-

tiful person.  

You can find Pearl on any given 

day organizing the BookCellar top to 

bottom or looking for more ways to 

bring in the public. Last month, she 

wrote a wonderful page on a book 

called The Lottery and Other Stories 

by Shirley Jackson, and it sold the 

very next day. Her brilliance and 

enthusiasm are what make her so 

special.  

Thank you for all you do, Pearl! 

The BookCellar is lucky to have you 

as manager. 

 

Head to your 
app store 
today to 
begin using 
the mySAPL 
app. Gaining 
instant access 
to the library 

is now easier than ever. Search 
and place holds, access our digi-
tal collection, and more. Take 
the library wherever you go with 
the mySAPL app! Visit 
mysapl.org/Services/Account-
Access/Mobile-Access to down-
load now! 

https://www.mysapl.org/Services/Account-Access/Mobile-Access
https://www.mysapl.org/Services/Account-Access/Mobile-Access


 

 

Looking to the Future 

John Costello & 
Nancy Gandara 

Did you know that, in March 2024, the Friends 
of the San Antonio Public Library will celebrate 
its 60th anniversary?!  

Our partnership with the San Antonio Public 
Library has evolved and flourished because we 
share a passion to support the library. As we look 
toward a future with many different opportunities 
and challenges, the nationally recognized Library 
Consultant firm of mjgómez associates has been 
engaged. Over the next six months, the consult-
ant will conduct research, interview stakeholders, 
compare our situation to that of similar support 
organizations, and provide practical, pragmatic 
recommendations that will assist us in strength-
ening our partnership with SAPL. 

If you are asked to participate in a focus group 
or survey, please make time to “be the change 
you want to see.”  
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The BookCellar is the most inter-
esting bookstore there is. You never 
know what treasures will be donat-
ed. For a mostly English and Span-
ish speaking crew, 30 boxes of 
Italian history, documentaries, and 
classic novels, sends volunteers on 
a discovery of San Antonio culture. 

A retiring art lover donated con-
tainers of art books and magazines 
spanning 30 years. Artform, Com-
munication Arts, and Print maga-
zines are still inspiration for the 
mind. Enter 11 boxes of Braille 

and phone calls were made for a 
new home.  

Volunteers don’t just sort, 
shelve, and sell books. You will 
see a number of volunteers on the 
computers for our Amazon sales 
department, someone will be filling 
requests for branch libraries or 
helping customers. Did I mention 
that we have more than 400 cook-
books?   

If you are a book or people lover, 
volunteering at the BookCellar is 
the best job you will ever have. 

BookCellar News 

Pearl Banks 

WANTED:  Book Lovers 

The BookCellar used book store needs people who love books and 
want to help others find new favorites. The volunteer job description in-
cludes shelving books, tidying shelves, assisting patrons, looking up 
Dewey system numbers, filling displays, and (after training) operating the 
register. Your work will help raise funds to support the San Antonio Pub-
lic Library! 

For more information, or to volunteer, please go to our  
Volunteer Match page at https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/
opp2459103.jsp. 

Donations & Memorials 
Sheila Figueroa 

 
 

Donations 
 

Betty Andrews and Mike Kleinschmidt 
Karen Baker 
Charlotte Wenger 

SAPL’s Learn & Remember Series 

Takes Place this January 

Join the San Antonio Public Library and the Holocaust Memorial  
Museum of San Antonio for the 11th Annual Learn and Remember pro-
gram series, running from January 2–29, 2023. 

The 2023 theme of censorship illustrates how the Nazi regime sup-
pressed Jews and other persecuted groups during the Holocaust by con-
trolling the information they had access to. From propaganda to book 
burning to control of mail in and out of Germany, the Nazi regime used a 
variety of censorship tactics to restrict the public’s access to information.  

For more about this year’s Holocaust Learn & Remember series, visit 
guides.mysapl.org/holocaustlearnandremember.  

BiblioTech Public Library 

     Ever wonder who your 
great, great, great, great 
grandmother or grandfather 
was? Ever wonder where 
your ancestors came from? 
Or maybe you would like to 
know more about your fam-
ily history all together. 
     BiblioTech Public  
Library offers Genealogy 
Resources to their patrons 
and all for free! 
     What is genealogy you 

might ask? Well, it is the study of and tracing of 
family history and lineage. 

When someone decides to uncover more about 
themselves, it can lead to all sorts of new stories that 
were long forgotten. 

You might just find a long lost relative from the 
1800s. Find out whether or not you have traces of 
Native American history. Or maybe even discover 
shocking secret stories that were always hidden by 
family. 

To get started, visit www.bexarbibliotech.org, 
scroll down, and under “Active Learning” select 
Genealogy Resources. 

https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp2459103.jsp
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp2459103.jsp
https://guides.mysapl.org/holocaustlearnandremember
http://www.bexarbibliotech.org


 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Adams 
Charles Adkisson 
Laura Albrecht Davis 
Dr. Felix D.  Almaraz, Jr. 
Elizabeth Alves 
Rosie M Anguiano 
Linda Arronge 
Blanche M Ashbrook 
Ms. Jessie Bailey 
Karen Baker 
Mrs. Karen Balcom 
Denise M. Barlow 
Stephen Barnes 
Adrienne P Becnel 
Kathy Bee 
Jean Brady 
Curtis  Brown 
Karen Brown 
Lauren Brown 
Alethea Bugg 
Monica Garza Bustillo 
Juanita R & Adrian E Cantu 
Susannah Carroll 
Kim & David Cauthon 
Christine Chemell 
Mrs. Edward V. Cheviot 
Dr. Betty C. Child 
Mary F. Clee 
Judy Comer 
David  Cooksey 
Evelyn Cooper 
Brian Cordeau 
Danee Crouch 
Robert C. Cruise 
Rachel Cywinski 
Dr. Jacqueline O. Dansby 
Ralph  & Meg Domas 
Craig and Pat Donegan 
Deborah Douglas MD 
Mark Drogin, MD 
Diane  Duesterhoeft 
Lucy E Duncan 
Jose & Beverly Duran 
David G. Ennist 
Anthony Eugenio 
Sheila G. Figueroa 
Elinor Froemsdorf 
Alicia Zavala Galvan 
Eric & Nancy Gandara 
Sharon L Gaskill 
Deliley Gatson 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack E. Gorman 

Linda Graham 
Richard W Graham 
Maria S.  Greene 
Thomas L. Guido 
Robert E Harris 
Jack Hebdon 
Carah Helwig 
Barbara Higdon 
Stacey Lynn Hill 
J.C. Hollimon II 
Marcie Ince 
Isabel Y. Jennings 
Eileen Jones 
Robert L. & Elizabeth Jones 
Bob Kelso 
Richard Kleberg  III 
Kija Korowicki 
Viki Kychakoff 
Jade Lamb 
Jonathan Lamb 
Richard J. Lamb 
Rochelle Lefton 
David Liserio 
Mrs. Robert M. (Kathleen) Luby 
Dr. Daniel E. Macias 
Robert & Andrea Mason 
Paula Massengale 
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Mathews 
Karen Matson 
Caroline Matthews 
Mrs. Mary Womack McAfee 
Martha McCabe  
Mr. & Mrs. John McCamish 
Kathleen M. McCloskey 
William D. McDavid 
Rose Marie McElfresh 
Cora E. Meskill 
Susan Moczygemba-McKinsey 
Marilyn & William Moll 
John & Judy Mumma 
Alicia G. Muniz 
Caroline Murguia 
Josephine P. Myler 
Linda Nairn 
John E. Newman, Jr. 
David Oppenheimer 
Susan Oppenheimer 
William A. Parker 
Theresa Pena 
Donna Perez 
Carolyn Petersen 
Michael Phillips 

Elizabeth D. Podesta 
Joy G. Price 
Fonzie Quance-Fitch 
Gail & Marc Raney 
Sue Ratliff 
Judy W. Renick 
Rudi R. Rodriguez 
Jane Schaefer 
Sam Schaefer 
Dona Schenker 
Pat Schieffer 
Scottish F.M. Rite 
Martita Seeligson 
Elizabeth Sellers 
Daniela Serna 
Dr. & Mrs. A. Severance 
Larry Sheerin 
Mary Shelton 
Edward H. Slezak 
Christie A. Smith 
Douglas W Smith 
Sarah Smith 
Suki Smutz 
John T. Steen, Jr. 
Barbara  Steinhauser 
Conrad Sterrett 
Mari  Stolarski 
Jocelyn L. Straus 
Joe R Straus Jr 
Jean Van Nest 
Gilbert Vara 
Patsy Warncke 
Chrissie Warner 
Nancy West 
Lucie Jean Whitehead Bourne 
Ed Wilson 
Necia Wolff 
Junette Kirkham Woller 
I-Tien Yeh 
Sylvia Zamarripa 
Jill Zimmerman 
Betty D Zinn 

Looking for Photos 

from Your Friends  

Activities? 

Visit friendsofsapl.org for  
photos and the latest announcements. 
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Life Members 

Corie Taylor 

Thank you to the current “Life” friends listed below for their member-“friend”-ship. Current Life members are listed below. 
Please email Membership Secretary Corie Taylor at fosaplmembershipchair@gmail.com, if there are errors or omissions, and the 
corrections will be made. 

When the Friends learn that a Life member has passed away, a donation of $100 is sent to the San Antonio Public Library for the 

purchase of books in memory of that Friend. All notifications of death are researched on the Internet to locate an obituary to verify 

the death when possible. 

http://www.friendsofsapl.org
mailto:fosaplmembershipchair@gmail.com
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CALENDAR OF BOOK SALES & SPECIAL EVENTS 

Because dates and times change occasionally, please call to verify information. 
 

Note: Each branch Friends group has a designated representative to the Board. However, these Board  
meetings are open to the general membership. All members are invited and encouraged to attend. 
 
Jan. 8 Encino Friends meeting, in-person, 3:00, at the Encino Branch Library. 

Jan. 9 McCreless Friends meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

Jan. 21 Johnston Friends meeting, 10:15 a.m. 

Jan. 29 Annual Meeting, Central Library Auditorium, 2 p.m. 

Feb. 23 Brook Hollow Staff Appreciation Dinner  

Feb. 25 4th Annual San Antonio African-American Book Festival at Second Baptist Community  

 Center (3310 E. Commerce) and Carver Library (3350 E. Commerce). 

Mar. 4 Brook Hollow Friends meeting in the meeting room. 
 

Note: Each branch Friends group has a designated representative to the Board. However, these Board  
meetings are open to the general membership. All members are invited and encouraged to attend. 

Brook Hollow Library 
530 Heimer Road, 78232 
210-207-9030  

Carver Library 
3350 E. Commerce St, 78220 
210-207-9180  

Central Library 
600 Soledad Street, 78205 
210-207-2500 

Encino Library 
2515 East Evans Road 
210-207-9250 

Johnston Library 
6307 Sun Valley, 78227 
210-207-9240  

McCreless Library 
1023 Ada Street, 78223 
210-207-9170  

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c8ac2136dc8bdb208f637ec2&id=728d14c086&e=5c641e63a9

