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From the President
Dear Friends,
The arrival of
spring brings
changes to the
organization and
the library.
Thanks to
everyone who virtually
attended our Annual Meeting in
January, and congratulations to
our newly elected Board members. At this time, future Board
meetings will be held virtually
until conditions improve.
The biggest changes are two
new faces for the BookCellar.
After an extensive search, Pearl
Banks has accepted the Board’s
offer to be the new BookCellar
manager. Pearl has extensive
background in working with volunteers, marketing, and communications. Joining our team is Iliana
Poor as the new online vendor,
and she’ll be managing our Amazon bookstore. With experience
selling books both in a retail setting and online, Iliana will lead
our sales upward. Please stop by
the BookCellar and welcome
Pearl and Iliana … and buy some
books!
Big changes are also happening
at Central Library. If you have
visited recently, you may have
noticed that the exterior has been
repainted back to its original brilliance. On the inside, renovations
are proceeding to improve the
main service desk area and media
services area. Thanks to the wonderful volunteers at the BookCellar
for not letting the construction
slow them down.
Stay safe and keep reading!
John Costello

www.friendsofsapl.org
https://www.facebook.com/FOSAPL/
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New Talents and Experiences
Will Benefit the BookCellar
by Nancy Gandara
Welcome! to BookCellar Manager Pearl Banks, whose diverse background includes
multi-media marketing, program development, and volunteer “recruitment, coordination,
supervision and celebration” (as described on her résumé). She described her philosophy
about customer service succinctly: “Our customers should enjoy their visits to the BookCellar, be satisfied and eager to return” — and she recognizes that it takes teamwork to
achieve that goal.
Online customers will also be happy to receive prompt and thoughtful service by new
Online Sales Vendor Iliana Poor, who has worked (and volunteered) in several different
bookstores while she lived in Delaware, Germany, and New Jersey. She has utilized online
book-swapping services, where she learned the importance of accurate descriptions, careful
packing “that shows you care about the books and the buyers,” and responsiveness to customers’ questions.
We also want to express deep gratitude to Sue Hall for her continued work to maintain an
excellent Amazon store rating, and to Linda Cheatum for stepping up as the “interim” manager for the past two months—and for providing future mentoring and training for our new
BookCellar staffers!

Come see the Future of
Las Palmas Branch Library!
You’re invited to the unveiling of the design for the renovation of the Las Palmas Branch
Library, funded by the 2017 City of San Antonio Bond Program.
The community is welcome to attend this in-person public meeting to be held Monday,
March 7 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Las Palmas Branch Library, located at 515 Castroville
Rd., 78237.
If you cannot attend in person, the meeting will be livestreamed. Visit guides.mysapl.org/
Bond2017/LasPalmas to be directed to the livestream.

PrintOnline at SAPL!
PrintOnline, a mobile printing service available to all library cardholders, allows you to
upload documents from home, the office, a coffee shop, or anywhere you have internet access via the secure PrintOnline portal. After uploading, visit your nearest branch library to
pick up your files.
Files uploaded to the PrintOnline portal will be securely stored in your account. Just enter
your SAPL card number into the print kiosk at your library to finish printing your documents. PrintOnline fees vary according to print jobs.
For more information, visit mysapl.org/printonline.

From the Library Director
Greetings Friends,
As we welcome the beginning of spring, our sights are
set on the many celebrations,
observances, and major initiatives throughout our San Antonio Public Library (SAPL)
system.
As you may have already
heard, SAPL was recognized by the Urban
Libraries Council as one of the 10 Top Innovators of 2021. SAPL’s Enhanced Library Card
(ELC) was selected as the winner in the Civic
and Community Engagement category. The ELC
gives Bexar County residents in vulnerable situations access to the library’s resources and serves
as a supplemental form of identification for
those who do not otherwise have a form of ID.
SAPL is proud to offer resources like the
Enhanced Library Card that give people the
opportunity to live better lives. For more information on this service, visit https://
guides.mysapl.org/enhancedlibrarycard.
I’m also excited to announce several upcoming and noteworthy celebrations at our Libraries.
SAPL’s Schaefer Branch Library is celebrating
its 5th Anniversary March 19 and Landa Branch
Library will celebrate its 75th Anniversary on
April 2. Both celebrations will include unique
opportunities to recognize these important milestones with lively events and programs. Visit
mysapl.org/events to learn more about each
celebration.
Looking further into April and May, we are
planning for the fast-approaching completion of
capital construction projects funded by the 2017
Bond at McCreless and Memorial Branch
Libraries. We are proud of the improvements
made to these Libraries and can’t wait to invite
our community members back inside soon.
Las Palmas Branch Library will soon be under
construction as part of the 2017 Bond Program.
The community is invited to a public in-person
meeting on March 7 at 6:00 p.m. during which
the design for the project will be unveiled. We
will also livestream the meeting to the Library
website. More information is available at https://
guides.mysapl.org/Bond2017/LasPalmas.
As we put the cool temperatures of winter
behind us, I want to recognize your unending
dedication and efforts to support our San Antonio Public Library. Your advocacy helps provide
our city’s residents with impactful opportunities
to grow and learn. I wish each of you a pleasant
spring.
Respectfully,
Ramiro S. Salazar
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Branch
Leaves
News from
Branch Libraries
Brook Hollow
Several of our members spent a January
morning wrapping books (plain brown wrapper—remember when things came through the
mail that way?) for our “Blind Date with a
Book” money-making project. A note on the
book front suggested buying the book as a nice
surprise for someone, and another note on the
back hinted at the book type. Staff members also
wrapped books during their free time.
Just in
time for
spring
break—our
first pop-up
sale will be
Saturday,
Mar. 5,
from 10–4,
outside if
weather
permits. We’re calling it a “Spring Break Stockup Sale.” We’ll have hundreds of games, puzzles,
CDs, DVDs, plus a couple carts full of books for
sale. We are planning to have more “specialty”
sales like this as a large, bring-out-all-the-books
sale just isn’t feasible right now.
Pat Bjornson

Encino
The Encino Friends met in person in January
to plan the Spring Book Sale for Saturday, Apr. 9.
Since only adult programs are being held, the
children and teen librarians made the “take and
make kits” that included parts of crafts created
from the Cricut machine purchased by the
Encino Friends. The Encino Friends supported
the following adult programs in January and
February: Homemade Cleaning Products and
Galentine’s Day.
Upcoming adult programs include “Up” Button Art on Mar. 7, a reception for the Mini Art
Show on Mar. 28, and the Apr. 4 Paint @ Encino.
Circulation Attendant Part Time Adam Garza
will be attending a study abroad program in
Urbino, Italy, to complete the final semester of
his bachelor’s degree in Performance-Violin for
the University of Texas at San Antonio. He will

The Friends,
inaugurated
March 23,
1964, promote public use of the San
Antonio Public Library and
appreciation of its value as
a cultural and educational
asset to the community and
encourage the extension and
improvement of its services.
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Sunday, January 23, 2022  Zoom  2 p.m.
Submitted by Karin Pedersen
Call to Order: President
John Costello
The meeting was called to
order at 2:05 p.m. by John
Costello with a hope to be
back in person in March.
Roll Call: Secretary Karin
Pedersen reported a quorum
was present.
Friends’ Members in
attendance: Elizabeth Alves,
Esmeralda Araiza, Diane
and Phillip Backhus, Mary
Kay and John Bailey, Megan
Mustain, Stephen Barnes,
Kathy Bee, Becky Benesh,
Elena Brickman, Monica
Brite, Kim Cauthon, Linda
Cheatum, Alan Cutler, Katie
Ferrier, Pat Mendiola, Tony
Moore, Mary Newsom, Tim
Pedersen, Carla Pomager,
Ora Ruiz, Karen Sebesta,
Glenna Seyfer, Ann Springer,
Betty Walters, Gloria Ann
Weaver, Sandra Wilkinson,
Julia Ybarra, Jill Zimmerman, and Don and Julia
Castellano-Hoyt.
Approval of Minutes as
printed in SAPLings January/
February 2022 issue. No
changes were proposed, and
the motion to approve the
minutes as printed was
approved by Liz Alves and
seconded by Don CastellanoHoyt, with all in favor.
President’s Report: John
Costello. The Executive Board
is actively recruiting applicants
for a new BookCellar manager
and online sales vendor. John
attended a meeting concerning
the Library’s requests to be
included in the 2022–2027
Bond Election that will go to
voters in May 2022.
Treasurer’s Report:
Barbara Morrow. All in favor.
LIAISON REPORTS
Board of Trustees: Jo Ann
Harris. Thank you for support
of 2022 bond. The next
March–April 2022

Library Trustees meeting will
be January 26. There are three
projects in process with two on
side lines
San Antonio Public Library
Foundation: Amy Hone was
unable to attend. Report was
presented by John Costello:
The Foundation plans to host
the Catrina Ball at the Central
Library in 2022, pending construction completion.
Library Administration:
Jessica Zurita, Assistant to
the Library Director: The next
step is for City Council to consider projects in the bond proposition that will be brought
before voters in May. They
will act in February to finalize
the ballot. There are more
decisions to be made regarding
the bond process.
An update on the Central
Library: new exterior paint is
in progress. Due to interior
renovation projects, services
and computer access are being
provided in a small portion of
the library. The BookCellar is
accessible Friday and Saturday
11–4 for customers.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Budget Committee: Kim
Cauthon, Chair, reported that
the committee had been asked
to propose a revised budget for
members’ consideration.
Nominating Committee:
Beth Graham, Chair, reported
that the committee had met
and further details would be
presented later in the meeting.
BookCellar: Linda
Cheatum, Chair: Even with
limited hours of operation, the
BookCellar has been very productive. The volunteers have
spent many hours cleaning and
organizing. More volunteers
are needed before more days
of operation can be considered.
Membership: Danica
Barnett, Membership Secre-

tary, was unable to attend.
Barbara Morrow reported we
have 711 current members.
OLD BUSINESS
None
NEW BUSINESS
Consider authorizing $100
donation to SAPL in memory
of Rowena Rodgers, former
FOSAPL Board member,
BookCellar volunteer, and
Westfall Friends leader. The
motion was made by Pat Mendiola and seconded by Betty
Walters. None opposed.
Request approval of REVISED 2022 Budget: Kim
Cauthon, Committee Chair.
The motion was made by Kim
Cauthon and seconded by
Beth Graham. None opposed.
Election of Officers and
Board Members for 2022-2024:
Presented by Beth Graham,
Committee Chair, and submitted by members of the Nominating Committee Monica Brite,
Alethea Bugg, Sheila
Figueroa, Eiginio Rodíguez.
The motion was made by Don
Castellano-Hoyt and seconded
by Jill Zimmerman. None
opposed. Karin Pedersen was
elected for a full term as Secretary after serving one year to
fill the vacancy left by Liz
Alves. New Board Members
elected or re-elected: Paula
Allen, Marcie Anguiano,

Kathy Bee, Julia CastellanoHoyt, Katie Ferrier, Teresa
Kilmer, Pat Mendiola,
Edward Moreno, and
Napoleon “Eddie” Patino.
Current board members in
the middle of the 2021–2023
term are: John Costello, President, Nancy Gandara, VicePresident, Barbara Morrow,
Treasurer, Beth Graham, Immediate Past President, Elena
Brickman, Monica Brite,
Don Castellano-Hoyt, Kim
Cauthon, Barbara Chavez,
Linda Cheatum, Tony
Moore, Ann Springer, and
Betty Walters.
San Antonio Little Library:
Proposed by Monica Brite:
Motion to establish a committee to further evaluate proposal
was approved by Jill Zimmerman and seconded by Kim
Cauthon. Monica Brite will
be chair of the committee. Two
were opposed with all other
attendees in favor. Therefore,
the motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn at 3:23
was made by Don CastellanoHoyt and seconded by Betty
Walters.
Membership Secretary
with database skill needed!
Email Barbara Morrow at
TODAY!

Donations & Memorials
Sheila Figueroa
In Honor of
Nancy Gandara

by
Alana Woods

Donations
Bev Golden
Larry and Harriet Parnes
Alana Woods
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be away from the branch for a
few months but will return
soon.
Library Aide Juliana
Edwards graduated from San
Jose State University with a
bachelor’s degree in Criminal
Justice at the age of 20.
Encino added a new teen
librarian in December, Ivan
Martinez. Ivan is a former
school librarian from SchertzCibolo-Universal City School
District, and he teaches Spanish classes part time for
Schreiner College. He has
redecorated the teen room and
looks forward to building a
teen library council and offering more teen programs once
the restrictions are lifted.
Carla Pomager

and make” kits or take-away
snack bags.
Latest update on the Las
Palmas Branch Library and
Westside Strategic Area
Development project in the
City’s 2022–27 Bond program:
in February, City Council
received the final recommendations of the Community
Bond Committees, finalized
the list, and called the bond
election for May 2022. In the
midst of the March primaries
(and possible runoff) elections,
the challenge for all Friends
will be encouraging folks to
also vote in the May election,
since three library projects are
included in that proposed comprehensive Bond.
Delia Ramirez Trimble

Las Palmas

Maverick

The San Antonio Public
Library staff scheduled a public meeting Mar. 7, 6 p.m., at
Las Palmas Library to unveil
the design for the renovation
of the Las Palmas Library. The
meeting will also be livestreamed for those who cannot
attend in person (https://
guides.mysapl.org/Bond2017/
LasPalmas).
Congratulations to the following Las Palmas Friends:
Patricia Perez has been promoted to Librarian I and is now
at Central Library’s Adult Services location. Rhonda Davila
received her master’s degree in
Education and Human Development from UTSA during its
December 2021 commencement event. Notably, she
retired (in 2020) from the
Library system after a 20-year
career; her last assignment was
as the Las Palmas adult services librarian.
We’re coordinating with
library staff to provide support
for spring break activities in
March. Pandemic considerations/restrictions may still only
allow for projects like “take

After an incredible tenure,
Rosalie Klepac has stepped
down as the secretary of the
Maverick Friends. Elizabeth
Bircher will be shifting from
the role of vice president to that
of secretary. Kim Henge will
serve as vice president. We’re
also sending our appreciation to
Amanda Dickinson, former
president, and our best wishes
and deepest thanks to Sue
Ratliff for her wonderful
work as treasurer, which has
been taken up by Beverly
Wigglesworth.
Maverick Friends cancelled
the January and February
meetings because of the
unknowns with COVID. We
are tentative on an in-person
March meeting but will let
MavFriends know accordingly
by email.
Before the virus disruption
two years ago, Maverick
Friends were considering a
change in our meeting time—
the first Tuesday of the month
at 7 pm. We were never quite
able to pin down a different
meeting date, so if we do meet
in March, it would be on Tuesday, Mar. 1. However, we
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have a plan to keep MavFriends engaged, even if they
can’t always make the Tuesday
meetings.
The first Mondays of the
month, at 6 p.m. MavFriends
can meet up at Maverick
Library for an informal volunteer session. We’ll always find
something to do—sort, strategize, staff a membership
recruitment table—plenty to
do to fill an hour with friends.
These Monday volunteer times
are open to all Maverick
Friends. If you can’t make the
Tuesday meetings, you’ll have
another opportunity to bond
between book
sales to informally discuss
ideas and upcoming news.
The first one
of these volunteer Mondays
will be on Mar. 7. “Heavy”
topics and items to vote on will
take place at the standard
Tuesday meeting time.
For more information, about
the Maverick Branch Library
Monday volunteer times, the
Tuesday meetings, our email
list, or to inquire about our
book sale best-practices and
upcoming dates, please email
E.Y.Bircher@gmail.com.
Elizabeth Bircher

McCreless
McCreless Friends are looking forward to participating in
the reopening of our remodeled
branch. Plans for the grand
reopening are underway with
hopes of a March reopening.
The last remodeling was in
1996–1997 with a children’s
area added. The Friends were
involved in that reopening, and
we will definitely support this
one as well. McCreless Friends
looks forward to working with
the new Branch Manager Jose
Ruiz-Alvarez!
Jill Zimmerman

Memorial
During the renovation of the
Memorial Library, for nearly a
year, most of the staff have
been providing services to the
community from the cramped
space of the literacy bus in the
library parking lot, while some
staff members are working at
other branches. At our Jan. 9
Memorial Amigos meeting, we
voted to express our appreciation to the staff in a manner of
their choice. The staff chose to
have a group dinner at the

Longhorn Steakhouse on San
Pedro Avenue. On Sunday,
Jan. 30, President Eiginio
Rodriguez and Secretary/
Treasurer Diane Duesterhoeft
joined staff members for dinner.
Diane Duesterhoeft

Semmes
We, Semmes Friends, often
note how each book sale is so
different from every other, and
our January sale demonstrated
that observation on many
fronts. Last October, we cancelled/postponed our November sale because we didn’t
have the inventory to support a
sale. Our book donors came to
the rescue over the following
weeks with many, many donations, with many of them in
excellent condition. We were
cramped for storage space but
our library staff was able to
eke out some alcove space for
us for the short period of time
before the sale. President
Sandy Sherman, her husband,
Nathan Sherman, and Friend
Pat dePasquale took to the
Branch Leaves cont on p 5.
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internet to search pricing for
some of our vintage and pristine donations (some books
“brand new” in their delivery
shrink wrap). While mark-ups
were significantly lower than
the internet variances, our
mark-ups were substantial
compared to our past practice.
Know what? They sold!
Most of Semmes Friends
are “mature,” meaning we feel
the effects of lugging flats of
hard-back books—books, in
general—and that reduces lots
of the joy of being a Friend
when it comes to sale time.
The silver lining to the continued pandemic safety precautions has been that in-library
activities are on hold and the
sale room was available to us
for the whole week prior to
the sale. In the past, we had
only the last 2 hours of the
library day to set up the
Thursday before our Friday
Preview sale. At the end of the
sale, we’d have to break down
and pack everything up because the sale room was

scheduled for library activities
on the following Sunday.
With this sale, we were able to
set up the whole week prior to
the Preview Sale. Additionally, we got much assistance
from our Library Manager
Jorge Chavez and several
teen volunteers to do the
heavy lugging of books from
our storage room to the sale
room. We also held the sale
several hours longer than had
been our practice and shut
down for about 20 minutes

March–April 2022

before we reopened for a $5
bag sale. During that time, we
collected the books we felt
needed to be saved from the
bag sale and priced regularly
or saved for a future mark up.
This sale was also marked
by consistent shopper presence to include shoppers who
paid for their purchases prior
to and waited for the bag sale.
All of these changes, taking
advantage of “opportunity,”
and finding vendors for bulk
media resulted in a total sale
revenue of more than $3K—
our best sale ever in Semmes
Friends 17-year existence!
Our book cart also continues
to be popular and bring in
consistent revenue.
Among their funds request,
the library has used the sale
proceeds to purchase a rack
for the vinyl lending collection and 2 sets of chimes for
the outdoor patio.
Thank you each and every
donor and volunteer for your
contributions to make this
period very rewarding.

Christie Smith

Thousand Oaks
We were able to have our
December book sale, the first
one in over a year. Attendance
was disappointing because of
precautions over COVID, but
the preparation and sale gave
our Friends an opportunity to
get together and catch up a
little. In the clean up, we discovered our book sale banner,
which had been misplaced. It

will be available for the next
sale, which we hope we will
be able to schedule in June.
We decided to cancel our
January meeting, but we hope
to get together in February
for some planning and socialization.
Ginger is following up on
signs to remind patrons we
want their donations for the
June sale.
Pat Peak

Tobin Library at
Oakwell
Funds from the Tobin
Friends enabled newly promoted Teen Librarian Melissa
Carroll, to purchase a new
speaker system. Before inperson programs were halted
again, she used the system to
broadcast music outside,
which was enjoyed by Garner
Middle School students. They
got creative with sidewalk
chalk art for all visitors to see
near the entrance to the
Library. We look forward to a
time when those types of programs can start up again.
Our branch also welcomed
new Children’s Librarian
Kara Bailey, who relocated to
San Antonio from Oregon. Ms.
Bailey is busy creating “takeand-make” crafts, funded in
part by Tobin Friends, that
continue to be extremely popular with all ages to take home.
Tobin Library at Oakwell
Friends is once again accepting
donations for our ongoing fundraiser, the Book Nook, in the
foyer. We especially want to
thank our dedicated volunteers,
Karen Sebesta and Pat DePasquale, who have been busy
sorting materials and helping to
stock the Book Nook. All proceeds from the sale of Book
Nook items benefit the Tobin
Library at Oakwell.
Alethea Bugg

mySAPL App
Instant access to the library is
now easier
than ever.
Search and
place holds,
access our
digital collection, and
more. Take the library wherever
you go with the new MySAPL
app! Already have the app? All
you need to do is update!

OverDrive App
Borrow eBooks, audiobooks,
and streaming video
from your
library using
OverDrive
on your tablet or phone.
More than 30,000 libraries
worldwide offer titles from
OverDrive, so download the app
and find your next book today!
More information about the
Overdrive App.

Libby App by Overdrive
Meet Libby, the one-tap reading app, for a
streamlined
way to borrow digital
books and
audiobooks
from the
library’s Overdrive collection.
Happy Reading.
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CALENDAR OF BOOK SALES & SPECIAL EVENTS
Because dates and times change occasionally, please call to verify information.

March 5
March 7
March 7

March 7
March 19
March 20
March 28
April 2
April 4
April 9
May 22

Brook Hollow’s first pop-up sale from 10–4, outside if weather permits.
“Up” Button Art, Encino Branch Library
Las Palmas Branch Library in-person meeting on at 6:00 p.m. to unveil the design for
the project. Livestream also available at
https://guides.mysapl.org/Bond2017/LasPalmas.
Maverick Friends Volunteer Monday, 6 p.m.
Schaefer Branch Library will celebrate its 5th Anniversary
FOSAPL Board Meeting, 2 p.m., Zoom until further notice.
Reception for the Mini Art Show, Encino Branch Library
Landa Branch Library will celebrate its 75th Anniversary
Paint @ Encino Branch Library.
Encino Branch Friends Book Sale, 10–4.
FOSAPL Board Meeting, 2 p.m., Zoom until further notice.

Note: Each branch Friends group has a designated representative to the Board. However, these Board
meetings are open to the general membership. All members are invited and encouraged to attend.

Brook Hollow Library
530 Heimer Road, 78232
210-207-9030
Encino Library
2515 East Evans Road
210-207-9250
Landa Library
233 Bushnell, 78212
210-207-9090
Las Palmas Library
515 Castroville Road, 78237
210-207-9200
Maverick Library
8700 Mystic Park, 78254
210-207-9060
Mission Library
3134 Roosevelt Ave, 78214
210-207-2704
Schaefer Library
6322 US Hwy 87 E, 78222
210-207-9300

